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As the Child Grew 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


S THE Child grew in wisdom and stature, 
And in favor with God and with man, 
I saw him in games with the Nazareth lads ; 
I saw him admired of the clan; - 
And there in the little synagogue school, 
Where nobody dreamed that he 
MW as the “tender plant ” of Isaiah’s old, 


Unparalleled prophecy. 


I saw him haunting the hills that make 
~ Little Nazareth’s ed rim ; 
And the birds and the flowers and the trees 
and stars 
Were intimate friends to him. 
I felt the appeal of the scene below 
To the Lad that I felt was he: 
Esdraclon there, and Carmel’s brow, 
And a gleam of the Middle Sea. 


I found that the Nazareth women folk, 
Most any of them, could tell ? 
About Mary’s son, who helped them fill 
Their jars at the common well. 
And I found myself in a deep, sweet maze 
Of marvelous mystery, 
In a dream of the dawning consciousness 
Of his Pre-Nativity. 


It was only and all a delectable dream ; 
It is not the thing that is said, 
But the silences here, that emphasize 
The way that this Lad was led. 
Lest we tarry at points not paramount, 
The path does not digress, 
But leads straight on to the Hill of the Cross; 
To the Lord our Righteousness. 





Never Discouraged 


Is there any one who is never discouraged? “If 
there is, I am certainly not that one,” many a heart 
cries out. There is a remarkable word about God 
in Isaiah 42:4. It is this: “He will not fail nor be 
discouraged.” Let us emphasize the word “He” in 
reading this. As George Guille has said, on this 
verse: “Discouraged His poor people are oftentimes, 
over their failure and sin, but He is never discour- 
aged about them, for His work cannot fail.” . And 
a beautiful truth comes out in the context and the 
marginal rendering of the passage. The preceding 
verse is that precious message that has brought com- 
fort to so many: “A bruised reed will he not break, 
and a dimly burning wick will he not quench.” And 
then we find that the next verse, “He will not fail 
nor be discouraged,” may be rendered: “He will not 
burn dimly nor be bruised.” Has our light burned 
dimly, well nigh gone out, because of our own sins? 
Are we bruised and battered and aching, because of 
our sins? Have we lost all the courage we ever had, 
are we down so low in discouragement that it seems 
we never can rise again? But we have given our- 
selves into the keeping of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and “He will not fail nor be discouraged,” “He will 
not burn dimly nor be bruised.” He was, indeed, 
bruised for our iniquities; but that was done once for 
all, and can never occur again. When everything is 
at its worst with us, all is at its best with him who 
is “the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever,” 
In him ‘we are safe. 
“— 


Graces 


of Gods grace. 
Ss 


God’s grace, in Christ as Saviour. 


have any adequaté conception 
very born-again one has received 
But so many 


Christians stop there, at the very beginning of the 


Christian life, taking Christ only as Saviour from 
hell, and then continue as “babes” instead of grow- 
ing in grace to mature, full grown men, Bisho 
Moule said, “Grace is Christ himself ‘in action.” 
And Christ in action in our behalf, and in us, and 
through us, is the secret of every spiritual bless- 
ing we have or ever can have. The late Dr. C. I. 
Scofield longed to write, out of his lifetime studies 
in the Word, a full, comprehensive book on Grace. 
He was prevented from doing so; and he told his 


. 


; said to him, “How is it that most of the co 
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r friend and disciple, Lewis Sperry Chafer, , 


that he must do it. Mr. Chafer has done it, 
his book “Grace,’ which appeared a few weeks ago, 
sets forth Dr. Scofield’s studies and his own, in 
what is probably the most thorough, complete stud 
of the unsearchable riches of God’s grace thconall 
a Christ that has yet come, outside of the actual 

ord of God itself. As Mr. Chafer says in his 
book: “It is-through grace that hell-deserving sin- 
ners are saved, it is through grace that they are pre- 
served and are to be presented like Christ in glory, 
and it is ‘under grace’ that the saved one now lives. 
Being under grace, he is ‘dead’ to the law, and ‘de- 
livered’ from the law, whether the law is conceived 
of as being a rule of life, an obligation to establish 
merit before God, or a reliance upon the energy of 
the flesh.” Let us turn to God and the Word of 
God with a new heart-cry to him to teach us what 
grace really is. 

a“ 


Explaining Away the Scriptures 
Modernists are for the most part brainy men. It 
takes brains to attack that Book which has been the 
masterful, dominating book of the ages. The Mod- 
ernists themselves seem to feel that scholarship con- 
sists largely in the possession of brains, but the truth 
is, as Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton, says, 
“Scholarship is not a matter of brains but of evi- 
dence.” A Northern man was visiting in the South, 
and coming in contact with a colored preacher he 
G pco- 


and thinking a moment, replied, “Mister, de only 
reason I knows is dat we ain’t got sense enough to 
‘splain away de Scripters!” That is what the Mod- 
ernists are some, — separa away the Scriptures! 
It is easy for faith to believe the Word of God, and 
without faith it is impossible to please God. It 
pleases him when his Word is believed, and it surely 
displeases him when brainy men attack his written 
truth and think to undermine the faith of folks who 
are simple enough to believe it. No, “we have not 
followed cunningly devised fables.” It takes brains 
and sense to “devise” a “cunning” fable, such as 
evolution; it takes “the wisdom of this world” — but 
that is “foolishness with God.” 


What is the Matter with Me? 


courage us in asking such a question. There. 


T course is much in the thought of to-day to dis- 


are many to tell us that it is too trifling or 
that_things move so fast that the great world can- 
not be expected to stop and attend to what may be 
the matter with us. Or if anything is the trouble the 
best way to get over it is to —— it and lose sight 
of it in the general throng. e are also told in 
what has now become an almost universal cant that 
the modern man has gotten above all thought of his 
own salvation and is expected to be interested sim- 
ply in the salvation of the whole world. 

But there are more than can be counted who 
would well like to take a larger part in the salvation 
of the whole world, but cannot blink the fact that 
being the kind of persons they are they are incapac- 
itated for doing so. They are not so shallow nor do 
they have. such mean ideas of the world’s salvation 
as to believe that much can be done toward it by any 
one who has not a clean heart and a clear eye and a 
relieved conscience. 

Attending to our own salvation may of course be- 
come a selfish preoccupation in which all one’s 
strength is poured out upon watching his own feel- 
ings or luxuriating in his fluctuations of mood. 
But that is hardly our danger to-day. And there is 
many a sincere worker who knows that he is having 
little effect upon the world problem simply because 
he has treated his own so lightly. 

There have been sickly and unwholesome exhibitions 
of dwelling forever on one’s-own situation. There 
have been souls that became unhealthy through mor- 
bid introspection. But we have more than attended 
to this danger and have fallen over into the opposite 


one of thinking that any one whatsoever may start 
up any time he pleases, without any preparation or 
fitness or cleanness and begin to help and improve 
the world. 

When a Psalmist began to ask insistently about 
what was the matter with him and could do nothing 
until he had gotten that settled, and kept saying, 
“Why art thou cast down, O my soul?” and would 
not give over until he had found out, it may have 
been selfish in a certain aspect until you stop to 
think of the countless people in all ages who have by 


his daring been emboldened to pugh this matter of 


their own experience right up into the face of God 
until] they knew what it meant and me calm 
and satisfied and useful as men only do who have 
settled their own inward problem. 

There is a kind of mania nowadays to go right 
out on the street and help people wholesale by thous- 
ands without a question as to whether you have a 
personality yet that can help anybody. It may be 
very generous to say “Never mind me,” but the world 
cannot help minding whether we have first cast the 
beam out of our own eye, whether we are full or 
empty, or whether there is a hush about our own 
cots, Sefote we begin to make peace for the whole 
world. 

The ages havé not indicted Augustine for selfish- 
ness because he spent so much time over the cor- 
plications of his own heart. All in good season 
he was able to devise generous things for the world 
and fertilize the mind of the whole world with his 
“City of God.” The social question came on all in 
good time, and he was all the readier to put in his 
stroke in coarse and turbid generations because he 
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wanted to know what was the matter with him before 
he took up the matter with the whole world. 


“When the fight’s begun within himself, 
A man’s worth something.” 


And the turning-point where everything began to be 
better for whole communities and families and in- 
stitutions was when for a space some one turned 
from the question of the whole world to the question 
of his own soul. Everybody has had reason to be 
glad that he took it a : 

Making allowance for some difference in ways of 
expressions, the’ Psalms are forever speaking of 
things which every one of _us is thinking about. When 
something is the matter with you do not dismiss it as 
of no importance to God. It may be a poor thing, but 
it may be God’s effort to gain your attention. The 
world at large may tell you to~ forget it which is 
small comfort and small wisdom, hat “this poor 
man” said has become stately and ceremonious through 
centuries of chanting and public reading, but it was 
gees | some mean disturbance in his life of which 

e was talking without a thought that some day 
his words would wing their way through “long drawn 
aisles and fretted vaults.” 

There is to-day a terrible exaggeration of the so- 
cial. But we are well enough past the dangers of the 
old and selfish and morbid introspection to dare again 
to take up the private trouble and show how valid 
in the sig t of God such a trouble still is. We may 
even look for a turn in which the personal need of 
the individual looks wholesome, worthy of painstak- 
ing attention and action, and the due which a man 
owes to society. 

It is almost always in connection with some definite 
experience that we grow nearer to God. Let us not 
disdain the definite experience. We may well wish 
it were some other and better one which we had to 
invite him into, but we must take what comes, and 
this man put hope upon the lips of generations by 
frankly lifting up his personal condition and telling 
that every time he did so the answer came back that 
he was to hope in God, who would yet be the light 
of his countenance and his God. 

The world has gone wiid over huge problems. Men 
seem to feel they even do God service by forever 


thinking up new and larger ones, whether theif last 
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ones were answered of not. They think a big prob- 
lem must be approached from the big end. Nothing 
else will operate rapidly enough. But with the whole 
world. trying to influence the whole world from the 
big end an nobody approaching the problem from 
the small end of one’s own personal experience, every- 
thing has-slowed up. The big schemes fall of their 
own weight. Then the cure which suggests itself 
seems to something bigger still. The world is in- 
flated, and nothing will help it but the depressions 
which shrink it back to its true size. Christ did not 
deal with the world’s crushing imperialism at once, 
but dealt at once with the thing imperialism began 
with in the. hvarts of his own disciples when he found 
them already miserable and unhappy over the matter 
of precedence, 

And perhaps as often as anything else it is this 
egotism and self-worship which is the matter with us 
and hampering everything and making us cast down 
within ourselves, he trouble with the great world 
we neta else than what is the trouble with each one 
of us. : 

And then some day some ordinary man who has 
tried all the big things and great programs deter- 
mines to find out just what is thé matter with him. 
He finds the question is not too small and is not de- 
spised, but very central. More, too,as James Smetham 
Once wrote to a friend, “I want you to try to realize 
while you seek that as soon as your foot is turned 
to the fields of gold, all hedven is astir to help you.” 

Not once. but many times have the greatest souls 
come back to that old blunt question “What is the 
matter with me?” Their best periods all commenced 
with that. And at times when statesmen were at 
their wits’ end and the world was very dark there 
has gone over a country a wave of asking this ques- 
tion, and it has saved the day. It would be an un- 
happy thing if now when at long length statesmen 
are taking note of some things Christ stood for and are 
trying to incorporate them into the world, the Chris- 
tian should grow weary of going into the question of 
his own wrongs and faults. If the world breathes 
more freely and hope revives because of some meas- 
ure of dealing a little better with the affairs of the 
Pacific, in what thousands of instances lesser situa- 
tions will clear and brighten by people facing down 
this old question “What is the matter with me?” 





Mr. Kinnear’s Death 


Multitudes of Sunday-school. workers the world 
around will be saddened to learn of the death of Mr. 
James W. Kinnear, of Pittsburgh, Pa. who was 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of the World’s 
Sunday School Association. A telegram received at 
the office of the Association in New York from Roch- 
ester, Minn., told of Mr. Kinnear’s sudden death 
there. The funeral service was held September 12 
at the Emory Methodist Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, 
where Mr. Kinnear taught a Bible class. This 

reatly loved Christian man was a warm friend of 
he Sunday School Times, and his loss will be 
mourned by thousands. A sketch of his life and work 
will appear in an early issue of the Times, written 
by his close friend and co-worker Mr. W. G. Landes, 
the newly elected General Secretary of the World's 
Sunday School Association. 


Pad 
Should We Seek the Help of Angels? 


In your articles on Spiritism, and especially in reply- 
ing to the utterances of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, you 
take the position that “these spirit communications 
are from evil spirits, or demons, who have never been 
and never will be human beings, but who are fallen 
angels, Satan’s disciples and servants, doing his. will.” 

I believe you are right so far as the manipulations 
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and other spiritists are con- 
cerned. But, do you mean also that the earnest be- 
liever in Christ is shut off from spiritual communica- 
tion with the good angels of God, from the succor in 
times of danger, the comfort in sorrow that comes from 
the ministries of those myriads of God’s intelligences, 
who are “sent forth to do service for the sake of them 
that shall inherit salvation”? I do not refer to human 
beings, our “loved and lost,” but to angelic spirits, 
“who have never been and never will be human be- 
ings.” 

Would it not be a real and valuable gain’for the cause 
of Christ if the ministry of all the churches, while 
avoiding the error of Romanism in elevating angelic 
spirits (as well as human beings) to places of worship, 
would declare the whole comforting Scripture concern- 
ing “the ministry of angels”?—A Georgia Reader. 


We are indeed to thank God for every blessing he 


declares in his Word, and one of these, as the Georgia 
reade. Prints out, is the ministry of the angels in be- 
half of believers. In the first chapter of Hebrews 


we read of the eternal contrast between the angels 
of God and the Son of God, and then of the min- 
istry of good angels. “But of which of the angels 





hath ‘he said at. any time, Sit thou on my right hand, 
Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy: feet? 
Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to do 
service for the sake of them that shall inherit sal- 
vation?” (Heb, 1: 13, 14.) 

_ We know, therefore, that angels minister to Chris- 
tians; and we know from er Scripture that an 
angel ministered to our Lord Jesus himself during 
his earthly life time. “And there appeared unto him 
an angel from heaven, strengthening him” (Luke 
22:43). Again that very night, as our Lord rebuked: 
Peter when, attempting to defend his Master, he 
attacked the servant of the high priest, Jesus said: 
“Thinkest thou that I cannot beseech my Father, and 
he shall even now send more than twelve legions of 
angels?” ; 

In Psalm 103:20, we read “Bless Jehovah, ye his 
angels, That are mighty in strength, that fulfill his 
word, Hearkening unto the voice of his word.” 

But —and this is a vitally important “but” — there 
is not a syllable in the Scriptures, Old Testa- 
ment or New, that enjoins or authorizes us 
to seek the ministry of angels, or to at- 
tempt any “spiritual communication with the 
good angels of God” as suggested by the Georgia 
reader. If God wanted us to do this, he would cer- 
tainly have said so in his Word. On the contrary, 
any attempt by men to communicate with the unseen 
spirit world is expressly forbidden in the Bible. “Turn 
ye not unto them that have familiar spirits, nor unto 
the wizards; seek them not out, to be defiled: by 
them: I gm Jehovah your God” (Lev. 19:31). “There 
shall not be found with thee any one that... useth 
divination,., ... or a consulter with a familiar spirit” 
(Deut. .18: 10, 11). “So Saul died for his trespass 
.» » he asked counsel of one that had a familiar spirit 

. .,and inquired not of Jehovah: therefore he slew 
him, and turned the kingdom unto David” (1 Chron. 
10:13, 14). “But the Spirit saith.expressly, that in 
later times some shall fall away from the faith, giv- 
ing heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of de- 
mons” (1 Tim, 4: 1-3). Theonly “spirit” with whom 
we may seek communication is God himself. We 
are enjoined, throughout the whole Word, to seek 
that Spirit communication; and that is blessedly, in- 
finitely enough. The moment we may attempt any 
other sort of spiritual communication with angels 
we are exposed to communications from evil spirits 
masquerading as “angels of light,” just as the Scrip- 
tures say. 

Let us, therefore, while thanking God for whatever 
help he may direct his “ministering spirits” to give 
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us, leave wholly to him the sending of such help, 
while we center our attention, not on even the best 
of’ angels, but'on Him whom “God highly exalted 
. - . and gave unto him the name which is above 
every name,” “in whom we have our redemption, the 
forgiveness of our sins: who is the image of the 
invisible God . . . that in all things he might have 
the pre-eminence.” 
=” 


Did Asa Sin in Building Forts? 

Was Asa’s program in 2 Chronicles 14:6, 7 com- 

mendable, or consistent with his prayer in verse 11? 
His program in the passage referred to is: “And he 
built fortified cities in Judah; for the land was 
quiet, and he had no war in those years, because 
Jehovah had given him rest. For he said unto Judah, 
Let us build these cities, and make about them walls, 
and towers, gates, and bars; the land is yet before “us, 
because we have sought Jehovah our ; we have 
sought him, and he hath given us rest on’ every side. 
So they built and prospered.” His prayer in verse 11 
is: “Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
with many, or with them that have no power.” 
. The only line giving light on my question I caught in 
reading The Sunday School Times of March 18 was from 
the Lesson Pilot, reading, “God provides defense in 
strong cities.” Query, “God,” or “Asa”? 

What is the bearing of Hosea 8 : 14 (“For Israel hath 
forgotten his Maker, and builded palaces; and Judah 
hath multiplied. fortified cities: but I will send a fire 
upon his cities, and it shall devour the castles thereof’’) 
and kindred passages in other prophets? Of what other 
king is there record that he built fortified cities in the 
Southern Kingdom, besides Asa? Of course I know that 
Rehoboam, Uzziah, Jotham, and perhaps others did sa, 
but the question in my mind is, “Were not these other 
kings reprehensible for just. such works? And wasn’t 
the occasion of the division of the kingdom after Solo- 
mon’s death this very matter of fortifications and mili- 
tary expenses? I do not ask critically, but for in- 
formation.—A New York United Presbyterian Minister. 


It is true that the division of the house of David 
after Solomon’s death was due, in part, to the sin 
of the multiplication of chariots and horses. Solo- 
mon had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen. He 
brought the chariots out.of Egypt at 600 shekels of 
silver each and the horses at 150 each. And he 
taxed a number of his cities for the cost (1 Kings 
10:26, 29). The use of horses by Israel is forbid- 
den in Deuteronomy 17:16: “He [the king when he 
shall be chosen] shall not mulfiply horses to himself, 
flor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the end 


: ithat’ he’ should’ multiply horses.’ Impliedly, accord- 


ing to Carion Fausset, the use of chariots is also her, 
and-elsewhere forbidden. — . . ! “ 

The treason for the prohibition. was lest the peo- 
ple should depend upon human help rather than on 
Jehovah, “When thou goest out to- battle against 
thine enemies, and. seest horses, and.chariots, and a 
people more than thou, be not afraid of them:. for 
the Lord thy God is with thee” (Deut. 20:1). “Some 
trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God” (Psa. 20: 


darhe strength of Israel, humanly speaking, was its 
infantry. The conquest of Canaan was effected. by 
foot-soldiers. An army of infantry can choose its own 
ground, and there are few battlefields in Palestine, it 
is said, suitable for chariots and horses or for cavalry. 
So the divine restriction against the use of these by 
Israel was wise and reasonable. ; 

It was not wrong in Old Testament times for Is- 
rael to go to war or to fortify against her enemies, 
unless specially warned by God not to do so for spe- 
cial reasons. It was God’s purpose that his Chosen 
People should drive out the heathen nations from 
Canaan, and exterminate them, because the cup of 
their iniquity was full. Fighting and fortifying were 
wrong when they were done in human strength alone, 
and not in the confidence that Jehovah was the real 
shield and buckler of his people. Hosea rebuked 
Israel for building forts in self-confidence, and in 
forgetfulness of her Maker. It was right for the 
watrior king, David, to have a great standing army, 
but it was a sin for him to number it, because that 
census taking was an evidence that he was begin- 
ning to lean upon the arm of flesh. 

There is nothing that indicates that Asa’s construc- 
tion of military defenses was displeasing to God, 
but everything there to indicate that God was willing 
for him thus to build. In verse 6 it is clear that Asa 
built “fenced cities” because the land had rest, and 
Jehovah had evidently given. that rest purposely, in 
part, for such work; and the chronicler, writing 
unde? inspiration, concludes the record of the incident 
in the statement, “so they built and prospered.” 

It is clear that in this Asa is not sinning, and that 
he was not failing all the. time to look beyond his 
forts and his warriors to the Almighty for help. 
Perhaps God was about to remind Asa that, in spite 
of all his added fortifications, it was always possible 
for human enemies to outnumber him, as was the 
case with Zerah the Ethiopian who soon encamped 
before Asa’s Jewish strongholds with an army o 
a million men, while Asa’s numbered less than that, 
five hundred and eighty thousand, so that Asa cried 
to the Lord, “It is nothing with thee to help, whether 
with many or with them that have no power” — with 
forts or without them. Asa had faith, arid his fort 
building was an evidence of it. , 
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“When Quirinius was Governor of Syria’ 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.D., D.C.L., Litt.D., LL.D. 


A series of archeological discoveries tha 
vindicate Luke’s history - 


ation Fund conducted at Pisidian Antioch during 

the years 1912-1914 it has not been as yet our for- 
tune te find what we were looking for, but on the 
other hand we discovered a unexpected monu- 
ments and results, The: family and the faith of Ser- 
gius Paulus (Acts 13: 6-12) are revealed. It becomes 

_ more and more evident that Antioch played an im- 

- portant part in the first years of its existence, after 
its foundation as a Roman colony in 25 B.C. It was 
a great garrison-city, and it constituted a pivot on 
which the Roman policy towards its eastern frontier 
was balanced, From Antioch was directed the organ- 
ization of the Roman power in the difficult Taurus 
mountain country that lay on the south of the province 

-of Galatia towards the united province of Syria and 
Cilicia. On this account its monuments relate to a wider 
circle of events than we had expected. Most import- 
ant is the discovery, that the Quirinius or Cyrenius of 
Luke 2:2 was associated with the Galatic city. The 
passage referred to reads: “This was the first enrol- 
ment made when Quirinius [“Cyrenius” in A. V.] 
was governor of Syria.” : 

Our most delightful discovery was the basis of a 
statue erected by the Roman colony to one of its 
leading citizens, named Gaius Caristanius. He bears 
a very rare name, undoubtedly of western, probably 
south Italian, origin, and his family can be traced in 
Antioch for more than a century. The statue which 
his grateful fellow-citizens erected is described as 
having ‘been the first that was raised at public ex- 
pense in the young Roman colony. This shows that 
the monument was erected at an early time, because 
not many years are likely to have elapsed after the 
Roman colony was founded before the favorite pro- 
cess Of erecting statues to distinguished citizens be- 
gan. 


When Roman Cities Chose Honorary Magistrates 


Caristanius is described as Prefect of P. Sulpicius 
a sag the. Duumvir (well-known as governor, of 
yria —Luke 2:2)... The nature of this office in 
Antioch must be carefully observed. It was com- 
mon under the Empire for the great cities of Italy 
and the provinces to elect by way of compliment some 
member of the imperial family, often the Emperor 
himself, as chief magistrate for a year. The person 
who was elected in this complimentary way did not 
come’ to the city to take up his residence and exer- 
cise his power, but named a Prefect or substitute in 
the city, some distinguished citizen who should act on 
his behalf and exercise all the authority of the su- 
preme magistrate. In this Roman colony of Antioch 
there was always a pair of supreme magistrates, called 
duumvir, just as in Rome itself there were always 
two consuls to govern the Roman world. In rare 
cases this complimentary magistracy was bestowed 
upon some distinguished Roman outside of the im- 
perial family; but such exceptions are rare, and there 
Was some connection between the city and the in- 
dividual which led to the compliment. It goes with- 
out saying that any act of this kind had to be per- 
mitted and authorized by the Emperor before it 
could happen. One remembers that the Emperor, 
though nominally only ruiing with the power of cham- 
pion of the Commons, was really an absolute despot. 

Accordingly such a complimentary magistracy be- 
came an appanage of the imperial family; it was a 
mark of favor to any colony or city to permit it the 
honor of having some near relative of the Emperor 
or the Emperor himself as an honorary magistrate. 
Under Augustus, however, there were some rare cases 
of this honorary magistracy, being held by a Roman 
outside of the imperial family. Caristanius, through 
some remarkable conjunction of circumstances, was 
nominated as Prefect by two Romans outside the im- 
perial family. This in itself is a remarkable and 
unique fact. Further he was nominated as Prefect 
by a person whose name is lost but who was probably 
according to the conjecture which I make, the step- 
son and heir of Augustus himself. The outstandin 
feature in general interest of this inscription and o 
another more complete which seems to have been 
placed over the grave of Caristanius, lies in the name 
of Quirinius, who, as Luke mentions in his Gospel 
(2:2), was governor of Syria at the time when the 
census or enrolment of Palestine was taken and 
Christ was born. This name introduces us to one of 
the most difficult problems of ancient history, and 
the one on which the most frequent changes of opin- 
ion by distinguished scholars has occurred. 

As Josephus relates in great detail, Quirinius was 
ge ind of Syria in 6 A. D. and he carried into ef- 
ect the organization of Palestine, which was now 
being incorporated in the province Syria and sub- 
jected. to the authority of a procurator acting under 
the supreme power of the Syrian governor. This 


|: THE excavations which the Asia Minor Explor- 


new condition of Palestine, as subject directly to the 





Roman authority and not merely indirectly through a 
subject-king like Herod (as it had been previously), 
lasted permanently. It has been maintained by many 
theologians of the Modernist type that Luke was 

ilty of a terrible blunder and placed the birth of 
, meer in the year of this census, A. D. 6, and yet 
dated it under the reign of king Herod, who had 
died ten years previously. Against this false view 
it was pointed out that Quirinius had governed Syria 
earlier, and that his government in A. D. 6 was his 
second tenure of that high office. Round this central 
bone contention raged. Josephus does not mention 
that Quirinius had governed Syria at any earlier 
time, but Josephus gives only a desultory sketch of 
Roman affairs and omits the names of many gov- 
ernors unless they came into direct relations with 
the Jews. 

At Tivoli, eighteen miles northeast of Rome, a 
broken tombstone was found giving the career of 
office of some Roman of this period and mentionin 
that he was twice governor of Syria. The name o 
this -governor was lost, and there was a magnificent 
opportunity for:quarreling as to what name should 
be restored: “Di Rngulibet scholars ‘ranged ie 
selves. on opposite: sides, some maintaining that thi 
was ‘the tombstone..of Quirinius, others that it had 
marked the grave of some other officer. Mommsen 
who had originally belonged to the second class of 
scholars, lly in a masterly review of the whole 
history of the period decided that this was the tomb- 
stone of Quirinius; and subsequent discovery is grad- 
ually confirming his final opinion, published in 1883. 

Another interesting example of the tergiversation 
of scholarly opinion is that at Venice long ago there 
was found the epitaph of an officer who had served 
under Quirinius and had conducted a little war in 
Mount Lebanon, and had taken a census of Apameia 
in Syria at the orders of Quirinius (when he found 
that there were in the city 117,000 citizens). The 
very allusion to a census connected with Quirinius 
seemed absurd, and many scholars, including Momm- 
sen himself, condemned this epitaph as a medieval 
forgery. At last, however, half of the stone was 
found in digging the foundations for a new house in 
Venice, and all doubt as to the genuineness of the 
stone was eliminated. Mommsen took the first op- 
pomuanty of retracting his condemnation of the epi- 
aph. 


Luke Did Not “Blunder,” Says the Spade! 


The question now was at what date Quirinius 
governed Syria for the first time and fought the war, 
and whether there could have been a census held in 
Palestine under the first governorship as well as 
under the second. It appears to be an extraordinary 
coincidence that the same governor in his two pe- 
riods of office in Syria should have held two enrol- 
ments of Palestine. Moreover Luke does not con- 
fine the census to Palestine, but says that it was held 
over the whole Roman Empire by orders of the Em- 
peror Augustus. On this point another equally grave 
controversy has raged. Distinguished ‘scholars as 
well as distinguished Modernist theologians main- 
tained that it was absurd to speak of-a census ever 
being taken of the whole Roman Empire, much worse 
of a census ordered by the Emperor Augustus. ; 

At this point I found myself through no intention 
Or wish on my part dragged into the controversy. As 
a result of my explorations in the footsteps of Paul 
in Asia Minor, and particularly in the neighborhoed 
of Pisidian Antioch, I wrote a book proving that the 
picture of the country and the people and the gov- 
ernment was so accurate and so admirable as to be 
the perfectly trustworthy work of a very great his- 
torian named Luke, the friend and companion in 
work and travel of Paul. A distinguished German 
theologian, now long dead, reviewed my book, and 
after giving a very fair outline of my view, dismissed 
the topic and myself with what seemed to him the 
coficlusive disproof put in the form of a question: “If 


Luke is a great historian, what will Ramsay make 
of the first three verses of the second chapter of 
his Gospel? In that passage not merely were there 
found the two hitherto acknowledged blunders. with 
reference to the census, but also a third, viz., that 
every person was required to go to his own home to 
be counted in the census.” This seemed a ridiculous 
statement; and yet it was necessary for Luke’s pur- 
pose, because in it lay the explanation why Joseph and 
Mary, resident at Nazareth, came to have a son who 
was born at Bethlehem ; viz., that to Bethlehem every 
ape of the lineage of David must go in order to 
counted. | 

As discovery has progressed it has been found that 
every one of these so-called blunders is a correct and 
valuable historical testimony. There was a regular 
system of census-taking every fourteen years. This 
system has been traced back to A. D. 20 in Egypt. 

he preceding enrolments, in A. D. 6 and 8 B. C., have 
not yet been proved in Egypt, but they obvious] 
Ogeurred in Palestine. One of them took place all 
over Syria (for example, at Apameia). It is there- 
fore quite safe to assert that, as Luke says, an or- 
der was issued by Augustus for enrolment of the 
Roman Empire, and the method involved that eve 
og should go to his original home to be counted. 

he method for counting was that every person born 
before the end of the year 9 B. C. should be counted 
in the enrolment of the year 8 B. C., but no person 
born in 8 B. C. was counted. As Joseph claimed to 
be sprung from King David he must go to Bethle- 
hem to give in there his census paper at some time 
during the year 8 B. C. The modern method of 
counting the entire population on a single day could 
not be applied, because the organization needed for 
such a gigantic operation did not exist. It is true 
that Mary was not required by the law to go to 
Bethlehem. The head of the household must present 
himself at the proper place; but Joseph took Mary 
with him on account of their situation. They had 
friends and relativés in the neighborhood of Bethle- 
hem, and Mary was in the habit of spoing to visit 
them. This explains why the Wise-Men came and 
found the Child subsequently in a house, whereas the 
shepherds found him in a manger. 
Quirinius’ Conquest of Taurus Mountaineers 

Now as to Quirinius: Did the first governorship Of 
Syria by Quirinius fall in the year 8 B. C.? Ac- 
cording to Mommsen Quirinius governed Syria for 
the first time about 3-1 B. C., but as Herod the kin 
was already dead by that time nothing was gained 
by this supposition, which rested on confessedly very 
uncertain evidence. Tacitus and Strabo mention that 
Quirinius conducted a war against a tribe of the 
Taurus Mountains called Homanadensians, and ob- 
viously this war cannot have occurred during his 
second governorship, when his attention was taken 
up entirely with Palestinian duties.- Moreover, this 
war was intended to avenge an insult to the Em- 
peror. committed in 25 B. C., and it is absurd to 
suppose that vengeance for this insult was postponed 
for thirty-one years. It had been impossible for 
Augustus to take revenge immediately after the in- 
sult was committed, because the state of the Roman 
Empire was too perturbed to allow him freedom for 
another war; but as early as possible this duty must 
be performed, and many discoveries along the range 
of Mt. Taurus from east to west show that the war 
and the general conquest of the unruly mountain- 
eers of that mountain country was completed before 
6 B. C,. This fact was unknown to Mommsen in 
1883, when he placed the war at later date. Some- 
time, therefore, between 12 B. C., when Quirinius 
was consul in Rome, and 6 B. C., when the war was 
already finished, there occurred this war during Qui- 
rinius’ first governorship of Syria. 

The war was a long and difficult one, partly be- 
cause the rebel tribe was warlike and inhabited al- 
most inaccessible tracts of the Taurus mountains 
partly because it involved a general pacification of 
the entire mountain region three hundred miles in 
length by one hundred miles in breadth. Taking this 
into account we must say that the governorship of 
Quirinius extended over three years at least, and 
therefore included the year 8 B. C. 

Now intervenes another difficulty, not directly con- 
cerning Luke, but only touching his assertions in an ine 
direct way. The province | Syria adjoins Taurus 
on the south. All the monuments relating to this 
war and the subsequent pacification of the Taurus 
region are found on the north. Moreover the diffi- 
culties of the mountain are so great that it was im- 
possible to conduct a campaign against that rebel 
tribe from the south; it must be conducted from the 
north, from which side the approach is easy. The 
tribe lived on the northern slopes and the summit 
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meetings in Europe —in Geneva, where he ad- 
dressed two large gathefings in the Great Hall 
of the League of Nations, among the students 
of Getman university towns, in Sweden in the old 
cathedral of Upsala, in Denmark, where his message 
found widespread response, some fifteen thousand 
people attending one service in Copenhagen. Also 
in Saeaer and Holland, Invitations to evangelize 
the Hindu communities in Trinidad, British Guiana. 
and Jamaica had to be refused. He now returns to 
his work in Tibet. The Sadhu’s father, recently con- 
verted, paid the traveling expenses of this Euro 
journey. It is interesting to learn that from Port 
aid this outstanding leader of Indian Christianity 
made, as a guest of Sir William Willcocks, a jour- 
ney to Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, Gethsemane, and 
Jerusalem. ' 

In his address at Keswick, Sadhu Sundar Singh 
again showed his rare gift of quaint evangelical illus- 
tration. Of those ethical teachers who deny the need 
of Christ’s salvation and trust in their own Spiritual 
equipment he said: 

“Just as a bird in a cage has eyes and can see the 
outer world of freedom, and has power in its wings 
to reach it, but when it tries to escape is stopped by 
the bars of the cage, so our mental powers may lead 
us to think we can achieve our spiritual freedom, but 
when we make the attempt we find ourselves help- 
less prisoners in the bonds of sin and evil habit.” 


T= Sadhu Sundar Singh has been holdin 


The French Government has ever shown itself 
covertly, and at times openly, hostile to Protestant 
missions, but never tore flagrantly than by recent 
action. Its attitude is a reflection of the policy of 
the Roman Church, which at the present time is 
more than ordinarily influential in the official life 
of France. 

By Article Twenty-two of the Protocol. of St.. Ger- 
main, September 10, 1919, the French Government 
engaged itself to its allies to protect and favor with- 
out distinction of nationality or religion the relig- 
ious, scientific, and charitable enterprises created and 
organized by the citizens of the other. signatory 
powers. 

It was especially stipulated that “no other restric- 
tions should be made (upon the religious undertak- 
ings of foreigners) than such as are necessary for 
the maintenance of public safety and order in Af- 
rican territories.” 

These treaty obligations are to become mere. chiffon 
de papier at the hand of the nation which we so lately 
helped out of deadly danger, and which even now is 
cooking relief from us for its huge indebtedness. Prot- 
estant missions in French Africa are to be strangled 
and none will suffer sooner than American mission 
pioneers. 


Here are some of the terms of the decree which is 
to regulate mission work. 

All exercises of worship must receive administrative 
permission, 

The authorities have the right to suppress at will 
~*~ religious services displeasing to them. 

o public worship can take les in other foreign 
language than French. 

This will make it possible to suppress the church 
services of large numbers of Protestant English- 
speaking Negroes who have moved from Sierra Leone 
into French territory. 

The right to make collections for religious purposes 
is dependent on the authorization of the officials —a 
direct stab at the life of the native Christian churches. 

Teaching of native population is to be allowed only 
after permits have been secured. 

Worse than all—the use of native languages is 
forbidden in mission schools. In other words it is 
to be made impossible to teach the twelve million of 
blacks in French Africa to read the Bible in their 
mother tongues. The Bible may be translated 
for them and sent them by American and British 
Bible societies, but France, “the eldest daughter” of 
the Bible-burning Church, prohibits its vernacular 
use. If any attempt it their schools are to be closed 
and they are to be expelled from the colony. 

So does the French Government respect its obli- 
gations to its great Protestant allies, England and 
America. ‘ 

It is suggested that readers of The Sunday School 
Times register their protests at the French embassy 
at Washington. Mission boards are also urged to 
make joint appeal to the Secretary of State to bring 
the entire influence of the American Government for 
the repeal of this insidious attack on liberty of con- 
sciencé It is tacitly understood that these oppres- 
sive regulations are not to be put into operation 
against Moslems. The Koran js to be read in Arabic 
and Mohammedan schools, and. worship given the 
right of way. The French colonial government does 
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not dare oppress these fanatics. Cannot American 
Christians at home get behind their representatives 
in Africa and thus influence the French authorities? 


The Soviet rulers think to destroy Christianity by 
taking from the Russian Church its few remainin 
instruments of worship—the ' rich ecclesiastica 
hoards of the Troitska and other convents have lon 
since been looted by the revolution. They woul 
hew spirit in pieces with a broadsword, Bishop Man- 
ning, of New York, has protested by cable against 
the slaughter of the Orthodox priests as they cling to 
their last chalices and patens. I suspect that a pro- 
test from the erstwhile rector of Trinity — the 
richest church in Christendom, will have little influ- 
ence with men who are engaged in an infuriated jihad 
against all property. But a cable sent to the Ortho- 
dox clergy of Roumania would perhaps reach more 
accessible ears. There is need enough for interven- 
tion. The Christian World, of London, ‘lists such 
outrages as these: 


The Baptist pastor, Alexandra Isbasha, of Birch- 
ish, cross-examined by the local priest concerning his 
Baptist faith, then arrested by police and beaten into 
insensibility. 

The Baptist pastor, John Unger, arrested and bru- 
tally beaten by the police of Negrilesti because he 
had conducted services. 

The local priest, Andrei Matrzan, of Jepis, lies in 
wait for the Baptists going to service on Sunday 
and beats them. 

The local priest of Vidra goes with the police into 
the Baptist chapel during service, breaks up the serv- 
ice, arrests the leaders, and confiscates the books. 

The child of the Baptist Theodor Stanca brutally 
beaten by the local priest. There is a medical cer- 
tificate covering this case. 

The children of Baptists in Noroda expelled from 

schools. And so on down two columns. 
_One can perhaps see in the sufferings of the Rus- 
sian clergy a terrible retribution for the persecutions 
to which they have subjected in the past forty years 
both Jews and Christians. Would it not be possible 
to warn the Roumanian clergy by cable lest they may 
fall to a like fate? 





Oe tam, nurtured in the Sidhe aunt who _ 
turn nst it, “* rejecting very teaching whic 
brought hen the blessing of culture,” the Sadhu Sundar 
Singh remarked : 

* They remind one of the words of Christ en of 
tHe that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his 
eel against me.’ Thus do many learned men betray 
Christ to-day. The act of Judas did not injure Christ, 
but it b.ought Judas death by his own hand. So also 
those who are trying to injure Christ are in danger of 
hanging themselves on their own tree of knowledge.”’ 











For we must not forget the recent sufferings of 
God’s children at the hands of the Russian priest- 
hood. There are literally thousands of cases such as 
the following: Prokop Haponchuk is a man of sixty- 
eight years, living at present in a village of Volhynia 
where he has built up a congregation of two hundred, 
thirty-nine of whom were baptized last year. In 
his early days, though a zealous Russian Catholic, 
he was practically an illiterate. One day a stranger 
met him in the fields and read to him the story of 
the Passion out of the Gospels. His heart was 
touched, his conversion to Christ foliowed, and he 
was soon preaching. After a year the priests had 
him arrested and beaten to blood. He continued to 
preach, and further imprisonments and beatings fol- 
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lowed. Finally he was put in. chains with criminals 


and marched hundreds of miles to a prison at Kher-. 


son. Ra 

At times on the étape he was left without food or 
water up to three days and forbidden by his guards 
to eat even the grass of the roadway. During his 
two years at Kherson he was incessantly tempted by 
the priests to abandon his evangelical faith by the 
promise of freedom, but he never flinched. 

Then he was started on another weary march to 
Transcaucasia, being transferred from prison to prison 
until he had actually passed through thirty. In 
Transcaucasia he worked many years under a sub- 
tropical sun carrying building materials up ladders 
and was pe'a ten cents each day of twelve hours. 
Evenings 
the language of the Mohammedan pee about 
him in order to preach Christ to them. This min- 
istry was greatly blessed. After the fifteen years’ sen- 
tence was served he returned to further persecutions 
inVolhynia, building himself a dug-out on the steppes 
and oe from this humble -headquarters. 
Finally the revolution which persecutes the persecut- 
ing church gave him its contemptuous toleration, 


An awakening in Bulgaria is. reported by Mr. 
Paul Mishkoff, trained in the American ission 
School in Samakov and later in the Moody Bible In- 
stitute : 

“I have visited Ladjine, Bela, Kamenitza, Korova, 
Kartovo, Kazanluk, Sliven, and Golomo-Konare in 
the last three weeks. Everywhere the story has been 
the same —all meetings attended by crowds which 
often could not be fully accommodated; such in- 
tense interest that it was hard to get the meetings 
to disperse, especially as the visits drew to a close 
when_numbers publicly professed their desire to live 
the Christian life. In Sliven, a large town, I had 
several open-air meetings. At the end hundreds 
asked if I had Gospels to sell. Many of the con- 
verted diligently searched the Word. The meet- 
ings at Ladjine proved profitable and instructive to 
many of the public school teachers.” 

Mr. Mishkoff’s associate, Mr. Ivanoff, writes of 
visiting seventeen towns and villages in two months, 
holding everywhere open-air meetings and lantern 
lectures.. In one place, the priest being absent, he 
was allowed to preach in a village church, and the 
people, who had never heard a Christian sermon be- 
fore, demanded its repetition twice. At Ludjene, 
the central town in the district of Chepino, he 
preached in the hall of the national school building. 


Sir William Willcocks, the great engineer, has 
lately had a deep spiritual experience, and is now 
spending all his time, and income giving the Gospel 
in the colloquial to the people of Egypt. The Nile 
Press has printed for him a volume entitled, “The 
Sayings and Teachings of Christ”; also one contain- 
ing a summary of the teaching of Sadhu Sundar Singh. 
Sir William is now at work upon another publication 
which will summarize the teaching of the apostles, 
and which he entitles “Their Testimony.” “He came 
to see me the other day,” writes Mr. Upson, of the 
Nile Press, “before I started for Upper Egypt and 
asked my help in getting out some of his books for 
the poorer people. While visiting the Coptic Bishops 
of Beni Suef and Assiut and the Protestant pastors 
I found remarkable interest in Sir William’s projects.” 

It is interesting indeed to think of this gréat irri- 
gator, with his vast undertaking for bringing water 
to the desert lands of Egypt and Mesopotamia, as 
also busy canalizing the Water of Life to the thirsty 
populations of the same ‘lands. 


The Chinese no longer circulate “Hunan litera- 
ture” accusing missionaries of cooking babies, can- 
ning eyeballs as table delicacies, and the like. The 
new anti-Christian literature bears the hall-mark of 
Western super-enlightenment. It is what you get in 
socialist bookstores and, gently diluted, from liberal 
theologians. “Religion is the opium of the West,” was 
one of Marx’ brilliants. “Religion hinders the prog- 
ress of mankind and arrests the spread of civilization,” 
is the corresponding Chinese paste equivalent. “We 
know that the human race is evolutionary, but Chris- 
tianity teaches that it is stationary. Man is an intelli- 
gent being, but Christianity teaches him to obey the 
priest. It teaches the laborer to obey his employer.” 
These are, I judge, transcriptions from publications 
of some “Rationalist Association.” Christianity is 
said by these Chinese modernists “to impede our 
progress, stupefy our intelligence, fetter our nature, 
disgrace our personality, pollute our brains, and sup- 
press our conscience.” 

For the circulation of these opinions Non-Christian 
Student Federations have been formed in the Peking 
National University and the Peking Teachers’ Col- 
lege for Women. 
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Societies of an anarchistic character have come into 
being lately in Canton and Southern China. The v_ 2 
hai “Munivipal Gazette mentions their names: The 
Iron and Blood Society, the Revolutionary Army, 
the New Revolutionary Society, the Chang ‘Hwa So- 
ciety for the Propagation of Justice, the People’s 
New Confederation, the Nihilists’ Confederation, the 
Revolutionary Heroic Confederation, the Association 
for the Equal Division of Property, the Bombers of 
the Righteous Army of Kiangpeh, and the like. All 
this is ominous of what has happened in Russia and 
what might happen in China. In parallel with it 1 
should like to place the following item, and inquire 
‘of the editors of the New Republic‘and the Nation 
which they consider the most_ promising —th¢ re- 
sults of the Bolshevik or of Christian propaganda: 

“When General Feng’s victorious troops marched 
into the city of Sian they were singing Christian 
hymns, for of the ten thousand soldiers under his 
command some five thousand are professing Chris- 
tians. Almost every soldier in the army carries a Tes- 
tament, and nearly all the officers own their leather- 
bound Bibles. This Cromwellian army has made 
Bible-buying fashionable in the city in which it, is 
quartered since its good conduct reflects the spirit 

Feng has asked for fifty Chris- 
tian pastors to serve as army chaplains under him.” 

The Missionary Herald prints a statement from a 
correspondent in China averring that Russian Bolshe- 
vik publications have been bound into Chinese New 
Testaments. 


That the Anti-Semite spirit at Harvard which the 
papers report finds official favor is not improbable. 
The case of Professor Laski is a clear enough in- 
dication. The scandalous treatment this gifted man 
received at the hands of the Harvard Lampoon 
would never have been allowed if the authorities had 
not been complacent. And this treatment was soon 
followed by his departure. 

One should remember that Harvard is the chief 
educational center of American Unitarianism, and 
that the creed of this body includes a resounding 
formula about the brotherhood’ of man. Evidently 
the Jew is to be excepted from this article. And the 
astonishing thing is that ‘the Jew. and the Unitarian 
are about as near each other religiously as could be. 
Who would have thought that the Wandering One 
would be ordered to move on as he stopped to rest 
a moment on the steps of Emerson Hall? : 

Some one has Stiggested that if Harvard had not 
abolished compulsory chapel it would not have been 
overrun with Jews. Rather if. Harvard had the 
Gospel of. Christ and knew how to give it to its 
tg these might well become new men in Christ. 

‘or the real moral to be drawn from this incident 
is the impotence of education in itself to transform 
character. Mr, Zangwill has described. the great 
Jewish Ghetto in eastern Europe as the hugest un- 
tapped source of mental energy in existence, and cer- 
tainly no more complete educational equipment could 
be found than Harvard possesses. -- Raw material 
‘and machinery then are both at hand. Yet the Har- 
vard authorities have to confess that they are unable 
to make anything of these Polish Jews, even to give 
them a superficial imitation of character and man- 
ners. As the Hemenway gymnasium -cannot pro- 
duce an “intellectual,” no more can courses in ethics 
and social science transform hearts. . They inform 
and sharpen the mind; they do not and cannot un- 
aided make- Christ’s gentlemen. But that is what 
Christian missions to Jews are, in the power of God’s 
Spirit, constantly doing. 


The proposal of the Kentucky Legislature in the 
early part of the year to stop the teaching of the evo- 
lutionary theory at public expense awakened a howl 
of derision everywhere in the ranks of the American 
intelligentsia, But after all does it differ essentially 
from Professor Virchow’s vigorous protests against 
Haeckel’s attempt to introduce monistic evolution 
into German public school programs? No one ques- 
tions Professor Virchow’s scientific good sense. It 
may be well enough to teach a theory as theory, but 
the trouble comes when men teach theory as fact, 
and this has been the case with Darwinism for a 
half century. The writer well recalls the authorita- 
tive and categorical way in which it was declared 
“proved” by the biological lecturers in the Agassiz 
Museum. 

Now the retreat is on. “Darwinism as understood 
by paleontologists and biologists ‘means Darwin’s the- 
ories of natural selection, the struggle for existence 
and the survival of the fittest of those variations 
which are always Occurring in each generation of 
any plant or animal. In this sense Darwinism is 
perhaps dead,” writes James Harvey Robinson. Mr. 

obinson is a popularizer rather than a scientist, but 
he seems to state the case as it is, 

t, then, shall we believe about evolution? Pro- 
fessor Sumner, of the Scripps Institute for Biologi- 
cal Research, has given us in a recent article a sug- 
Sone glimpse into the uncertainty prevailing. Of 

rwin’s. central dogma he says: “At the present 
day there are probably as many estimates of the ef- 
fectiveness of natural selection as there are biologists 
competent to express an opinion on the subject.” 
Then he quotes the Swedish geneticist, Heribert- 
Nilsson, who, confronted with the contradiction be- 
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tween the “facts” of Mendelism and the “theory”: 


of evolution, escapes from his dilemma by casting 
the latter overboard. 


But of the other dilemma horn Professor Sumner 
says: “One cannot overlook the utter bankruptcy. of 
the Mendelian-mutation scheme of things to account 
for evolution.” g 

Shall we turn back to Lamarckism? No, the way 
is barred here also.. “After more than a generation 
of stalwart drubbing Lamarckism is believed by most 
biologists to have yielded to the inevitable and to have 
gone to its last repose in an unhallowed grave. Not 
only are individual acquirements believed to be in- 
capable of hereditary transmission, but for man at 
least the réle of external circumstances in the devel- 
opment of both body and mind during the single life- 
time is frequently denied any high importance.” 

Just what does the intelligentsia want taught about 
evolution in Kentucky schools? 


“Creative evolution” is creation, not evolution. 
Professor Raymond Pearl, of Johns Hopkins, is 
right when he declares evolution to be “a purel me- 
chanistic process, not an intelligent one.” That is 
why Christians are not evolutionists, because they 
believe in the creative mind of God. “Evolution by 
the haphazard process of trial and error which we 
call natural selection” is still with Professor Pearl 
the key which unlocks the secret of life. This is 
atheistic materialism, and until atheism is the re- 
ligion established by law in the United States I see no 
reason why citizens should be taxed to support its 
teaching prophets. 

But what Virchow protested against for German 
school children is apparently being dished up to 
American youngsters. A generation of kindergarten 
evolutionists is in sight. A primary geography quoted 
in Mr. Mauro’s “Evolution at the Bar,” speaking of 
birds, says: 

“Ever so long ago their grandfathers were not 
birds at all. Then they could not fly, for they had 
neither wings nor feathers. These grandfathers of 
our birds had four legs, a long tail, and jaws with 
teeth. After a time feathers grew on their bodies, 
and their front.legs became changed for flying. These 
were strange-looking animals. There are none living 
like them now.” 

The next thing will be Einstein in words of one 
syllable! . ; 





“Fear is notoriously the dominant feature of our post- 
war civilization everywhere,” writes Mr. Hueffer from 
Germany, in the New Republic. “I have not met or seen 
one German townsman whose face showed anything but 
almost hopeless despair. They are afraid of themselves 
— for their individual fortunes— of their fellow-country- 
men, of their neighbors, of the present and of the future.” 
Please note the paragraph on “ Phobetra” on this page. 











That civilization is not only at a point of crisis, 
but that it is approaching the climax of crises be- 
comes increasingly clear. Things can hardly drift 
on as at present,—that seems certain. Take, for 
instance, the matter of population. From Professor 
Ross, of the University of Wisconsin, it is learned that 
the population of the world has increased in the last 
hundred years almost nine hundred millions. Can the 
earth stand up under a similar increase in another 
century? Hardly. The calculations of Professors 
Pearl and Reed, described as “the most important 
contribution to population problems since Malthus,” 
place the ultimate population limit of the United 
States at only 197,000,000. The population limit of 
the world as a whole has been virtually reached. And 
yet the increase goes on-at the rate of fifteen millions 
annually. “Within the lifetime of many living,” 
writes Professor Fisher, of Yale, “there will in all 
probability come a realization such as at present 
scarcely exists of the profound truth set forth by 
Malthus.” In other words, we shall be notching the 
loaves as Moses Mendelssohn did, so as not to eat 
too much each day, 

What does this signify? It means nothing more 
nor less than that in the course of nature we are .to 
look forward rather to an intensification than a solu- 
tion of all social difficulties. The way out of the 
maze will never come by human reform. The king- 
dom of heaven will not develop on earth by means 
of a century-by-century advance in civilization. The 
holy city, New Jerusalem, is to come down from 


God out of heaven, not to be built up by myriad - 


myriads of human ants choking each other in the 
coming struggle for food. 


There is no special reason why one. should labor 
this point of breakdown in “Social Evolution.” Yet, 
after all, food is an important premise, and if it is 
not to be assumed one cannot see how the social evo- 
lutionist can get very far. A recent letter from 
Russia pictures the culmination of the social evolu- 
tionary process to date in the heart of that great 
nation. A Baptist pastor writes from the Nikoleyev- 
sky district. The population has died and their 
bodies have been eaten up. In Samara as soon as it 
gets dark it is better not to go out. They are kid- 
napping the people with sacks and ropes, taking them 
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home and making meat pies of them, which hey 
sell on the streets. Women disappear when going 
after water or to visit a neighbor. Children are 
often enticed to their death. A physician called to 
attend the sick is overpowered and eaten by his pa- 
tient. 

The Scripture calls this the present evil age. He 
who can see the Kingdom of God in human society 
as it is working itself out has sharper eyes than he 
is entitled to by the facts. 


Phobetra, fearful sights, is the term Luke uses for 
the terrors in which the age of the Gentiles is to close. 
The word, as so many in Luke, is medical. It is 
used by Greek physicians for the horrid visions of 
the delirious. Mr. Villard, of the Nation, has been 
moving about Germany and taking notes. His pic- 
tures are panve of phobetra. Hopeless poverty 
everywhere; forty percent of the Berlin school chil- 
dren without underclothing; general breakdown in 
morals; appalling increase in prostitution; the growth 
of hard drinking visible on all sides; seventy percent 
of all paper used in Germany devoted to unclean pub- 
lications, while Goethe and Schiller are out of print. 

Men’s hearts failing them for fear and for look- 
ing after those things which are coming on the earth. 

And then shall they see the Son of Man coming in 
great power. 


His hands were tied behind him, and he was fast- 
ened to a stake which had been driven into the ground 
over the spot where a cardinal’s dead mule was buried. 
On his head was a paper crown a yard high, adorned 
with painted demons clawing a heretic’s soul. “We 
commit thy soul to the devil,” sang the priests. But 
Hus, with upturned eyes and clasped hands, cried 
out: “I commit it to thee, most gracious Lord Jesus.” 

When life was extinct they split the skull and 
threw it back into the flame, ran a sharp stake into 
the heart and set it ablaze, and finally trundled the 
ashes in a barrow to the Rhine. 

And that was the end, 

Well, was it? The Spiritual Letters of John Hus 
fell info Luther’s hands, and phrases from it were 
moulded into “The Marseillaise of the Reformation,” 
the Ein Feste Burg. Out of the Hussite Reformation 
sprang the Moravian Church, with its wonderful mis- 
sions, and we should all recall when we sing 

“For all thy saints, O Lord, 
Who strove in Thee to live” 


that this is the Moravian Memorial Hymn for the 
death day of Hus. The Bohemian movement itself 
was stifled finally in blood, the Bethlehem: church 
razed, a false saint, John Nepomuk, given: the Bo- 
hemians to help them forget their natiorial martyr, 
and for three hundred years the Jesuit reigned su- 
preme. 
_But to-day, a little more than five hundred years 
since Hus’ death, the whole Bohemian nation is 
again on.the march. Hus is the Tchechish word for 
a goose, and in his Letters he often used it humor- 
ously in that sense. “Since the Goose, a tame crea- 
ture and domestic fowl with no power to reach great 
heights in its flight hath yet broken through their 
nets” (so he wrote) “we may the more confidently 
expect that other birds which by God’s words soar 
to high places, will break their traps to pieces.” 
The birds certainly are in masses breaking from 
the net of the fowler. [ suppose the two million 
whe have already abandoned Rome begins to ap- 
proximate the number of those departing in the six- 
teenth century Reformation. 


In the great Square in Prague, where, in 1621, 
twenty-seven .Protestant nobles were put to death, 
a mighty monument to Hus has just been erected. 
He is standing amid forms, some of which are ris- 
ing up, others awakening, others still sleeping. This 
monument replaces a great statue of the Virgin, 
erected when Protestantism v-as finally crushed, but 
thrown down and broken up three years ago. Dr. 
Farsky, who leads the Great Secession, declares that 
the worship of the Virgin has been abandoned, the 
confessional abolished, transubstantiation no longer 
taught, and the Bible made the sole religious text- 
book in the schools. Nearly all the priests have 
married, and future priests are to be trained in the 
Hus Protestant Theological Seminary in Prague. 
Side by side with the National Church the old Evan- 
gelical church of the Brethren receives tremendous 
accessions. Thus in Pilsen it has grown from five 
hundred members to eight thousand. 

Mr. -Porter, of the American Board, is being in- 
vited to preach in the Czecho-Slovak national 
churches, a short sermon during mass, and a long 
sermon after it. At these masses Protestant hymns 
are sung. Daily readings with explanationg are 
ordered from the American mission for use in regions 
where eight ‘years ago Romanism was supreme. At 
one of Mr. Porter’s meetings nearly five hundred 
people stood. : 

“When I had finished the priest said, ‘Now show 
us how to have family prayers.’ With the light of 
a candle a few of us around the table tried to con- 
duct model. family prayers. As we finished I re- 
marked, ‘Thus did your ancestors three hundred 
years ago read and pray all over this land.’” 

_Dr. Macgregor, of Glasgow, writing of his recent 
visit to Bohemia, emphasizes the truly evangelical 
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character of the movement. It is not mere acrid 
anti-clericalism. “To alight in a hamlet peopled only by 
small peasants where two years ago no singie Prot- 
estant was found, and to be welcomed with emotion 
by a packed throng of people, old and young, sim- 
ply in the name of that Gospel which had made life 
new to them, is an unforgettable experience; and the 
same evening in a teeming industrial quarter of a 
great city I toed a magnificent array of artisans and 
their wives, who a year ago were Romanists and to- 
day are free and busy on Christ’s business. _ 

“At the communion the minister pe questions to 
the assembled people. Do they acknowledge them- 
selves as sinners before God? Do they confess that 
apart from the mercy of Jesus Christ they cannot 
come to life? Do they believe that even now by 
the grace of God their sins are forgiven? Do they 

romise by the help of God to live a worthier life? 
iverywhere the people give audible response, not 
lazily allowing silence to mean consent, but with 
their lips confessing and engaging.” 


Sortavalla, Finland, was the center of an evan- 
elital revival in the middle of the last century, an 
the fruits of the movement still abide. There are 
but four thousand people in the town, yet it holds 
an important place in the religious life of the pres- 
ent-day Finland. The home missionary society of 
the Finnish church has its headquarters here. Since 
1914 sixty people have been continuously engaged in 
the production of Bibles and hymn-books. Ene cry- 


ing spiritual need of neighboring Russia, and the . 


insistent call for Scripture from that quarter have 
induced the society to enlarge its machinery, so that 
now it is capable of producing a million New Testa- 
ments or ten million Gospels a year. This press is 
managed with conspicuous ability, and has the recom- 
mendation of the highest authorities in the religious 
life of Finland. It is situated within two hundred 
miles of Petrograd, and makes, therefore, an ideal 
base for Bible operations in Russia. The Russian 
Evangelization Society, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
is ready to transmit any contributions to the Sorta- 
valla Bible House. 


Benares is the high place of Hindu religiosity, 
with all that is objectionable to decency and hygiene 
and Christian good sense. It is thronged with pil- 
grims who dip in the Ganges and drink its corrupted 
waters, and burn their dead on its ghats and dance 
around unclean emblems and gaze on obscene sculp- 
tures and worship in the monkey temples and yield 
the sidewalk to the sacred bulls. - With these mem- 
ories in One’s mind one finds oneself rather annoyed 
to read in a report of the London Missionary Soci- 
ety of “a splendid piece of social service”: rendered 
by boys in a Congregationalist mission school in Be- 
nares, This consisted in herding a large contingent 
of heathen who had come to Benares at the time of 
the lunar eclipse on a pilgrimage. They went down 
to the railroad station and river side “directing into 
something like order the great mass of shouting, ex- 
cited people, standing waist deep in the cold water 
assisting the bathers, taking charge of lost people, 
standing up for ignorant peasants against all who 
tried to cheat them.” We are told that much good 
was done, but there was no suggestion of Christian 
testimony on this highday of heathenism. Why not 
leave it to heathenism itself to officer its frantic devil- 
driven mobs? 


The Siberian Evangelist is a Ms. newsletter sent 
out by Pastor Robert Fetler, of Vladivostok. It is 
headed with the verse of Acts: “They rehearsed all 
that God had done with them, and how he had 
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opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.” The 
tragic and the hopeful sides of the Russian situation 
both appear in its pages. “Dear friends,” writes one 
group to Mr. Fetler, “We have founded a little circle 
and want to believe in Christ. We need Bibles and 
a man who could explain all.” A church has since 
been organized here. One evangelist has been hold- 
ing meetings in the mines of Suchan. “All the 
benches are occupied, and many have to stand.” In 
the Middle Volga the Baptist Union has grown from 
thirty stations in 1918 to over two hundred. 

Traveling evangelists report the people weary of 
political agitators and speech-makers and very recep- 
tive. “We never knew much about God and have 
forgotten that. You are as angels sent from heaven 
before the world’s end.” In Nikolsk Ussuri, evangelist 
Marchenko preached night and day for five days to 
hungry truth-seekers.. The Orthodox school house 
has been handed over for an evangelical church, which 
bears the name of Golgotha House. Nineteen vil- 
lages are related to this center. 


The Church Missionary Society exhibits no af- 
fected horror of “creeds.” Its leaders believe and are 
ready to state their belief without equivocation or 
arriére-pensée, as all honest men are wont to do. Its 
general committee, in order to allay any questioning 
as the faithfulness of ‘the society to fundamental 
doctrine, places on record its unwavering acceptance 
of the Nicene Creed and of the teaching of the Thir- 
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fy-nine Articles, especially in their reference to Holy 
ipture, and it assures the supporters everywhere 
of its determination to appoint only those men and 
women who can subscribe to the aforesaid formu- 
laries and hold with conviction the evangelical be- 
lief to serve on the staff of the society, either at home 
or abroad. It further declares “the Lord Jesus Christ 
the Divine Saviour, the One and only sufficient Sacri- 
fice for the sins of the whole worl ,” and affirms its 
belief in “the supreme authority of Holy Scripture, 
God’s written Word.” , 


A pioneer in home missions in Oklahoma and the 
Southern mountains, Miss Annie Shadden, is planning 
to go to the Rio Grande to assist in a mission to the 
Mexicans of the Texas frontier. This is carried on in 
Ruidosa, Presidio County, fifty-six miles from the rail- 
road, where Dr and Mrs. Auferson are engaged in 
medical and evangelistic work. Dr. Auferson was 
trained in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, San 
Francisco, and is also a skilled pharmacist. The people 
to whom he ministers are very poor, unable to pay the 
missionary, and greatly attached to him. The climate, 
hot in summer, is ideal in winter. Miss Shadden 
looks on it as a place of genuine opportunity, where 
one is in no danger of building on others’ foundation, 
and a place of manifold difficulties. She invites the 
co-operation of givers and workers. She may be 
addressed at 157 Center Street, Chester, S. C. 

New Hampton, N. H. 








When Harkness 


He thrills his audiences, as he did Charles M. 
Alexander, by his mastery of harmony 
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hand for silence, —a hymn is announced, and 
the number has scarcely left his lips when the 
slim black-clad figure at the grand piano springs into 
action, “Springs” is a word suitable to the occa- 
sion, for so conversant is Robert Harkness _ with 
every number in the hymn-book that he rarely, if 
ever, needs to open its covers, and when he hears 
the number every fiber of his being seems suddenly 
to be galvanized into energetic and expressive action. 
Then there pours forth from the strings of the mag- 
nificent instrument a volume of sound such as one 
could scarcely believe possible to be produced by one 
pair of muscular hands. And what music it is! hat 
harmonies! Surely Robert Harkness might well bear 
after his name the suggestive title of “M. H.” (Mas- 
ter of Harmonies), for of harmony he is the incom- 
parable master. : ; 
The Soloist arises to. sing; and in accompanying 
him one hears Mr. Harkness at his best. Each verse 
is played differently, and yet the changing and vary- 
ing of harmonies is never exaggerated —never over- 
done —rather is it subtle and interpretative of the 
singer’s mood and of the varying sense of the chang- 
ing words. Can one ever forget the haunting pathos 
of his own composition, “Shadows”? Its tenderness 
is evident, and yet also the triumph of his interpret- 
ing of the phrase, “When our loved ones leave us, 
there need be no shadows.” The same genius is ap- 
parent in his rendering of “His eye is on the spar- 
row,” with its beautiful melody. 
To hear the latter or the former sung by Ernest 
W. Naftzger and accompanied by Robert Harkness 


Ties tall figure on the raised platform lifts his 


was a joy indeed —but woe to the luckless soloist 
who was not sure of his melody! Even the hardiest 
might well fear the moment- when Harkness sud- 
denly, with a lift of the head, decided to leave the 
beaten track and go off on a little musical excursion, 
a melodious -jaunt of his own. While the soloist 
pursued the even course of-his’ song, suddenly an 
octave above would ring out from the piano a counter 
melody, challengingly it would mount higher and 
higher into the upper air of exquisite melody, inter- 
rupted from time to.time with delicious little cadences 


and trills like a thrush’s song — never out of harmony . 


—never clashing with the melody of the solo — yet 
running absolutely counter.to it. We, sitting by this 
master of melody on the platform, would gasp with 
the very delightful audacity of it—and I am con- 
fident many a music lover went away ffom the great 
hall with a different conception of the possibilities of 
Gospel music. 

These are among my earliest memories of Robert 
Harkness, associated with him as were my husband 
and myself for eight years during our world-wide 
evangelistic travels with Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and 
Charles M. Alexander. 

Sunday School Times readers have already been 
told by Mr. Harkness hintself of his conversion 
through the visit of Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander 
to his home city of Bendigo. It was at the time of the 
visit of these two missionaries to Australia, in 1902- 
03, that the brilliant young musician was engaged to 
play for the evangelistic meetings. He set out de- 
liberately, and a bit maliciously, so he acknowledges, 
to trip up Charles Alexander by his weird counter- 








AND this same Robert Harkness, whose marvelous, almost magical music min- 

istry is described by Mrs. Norton on this page, commences in next week's 
issue of The Sunday School Times a new department, the like of which has 
never before appeared in any religious journal, on 


Problems of the Sunday School Pianist 


Perhaps you are one of the many thousands who, having heard Mr. Hark- 
ness play and having reveled in the marvelous effects he produces on the key- 
board, yet have not realized the utterly exceptional foundation in both theory and 
practise that lie back of his public performance. And is it not good news to know 
that any other conscientious pianist can do, to some degree at least, just what Mr. 
Harkness does at the piano? 

Out of his years of study and experience Mr. Harkness will conduct an 
every-week department of music-training for readers of. The Sunday School Times. 

In a series of brief articles, continuing in practically every issue for at least 
six months, this great accompanist will show the multitudes of ordinary piano play- 
ers who are to be found im practically every church and Sunday-school in Christen- 
dom, just what they need to know about 
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His course in The Sunday School Times will include a great deal more than 


this. He will go on and take up Interpretation, Improvisation, Phrasing, Solo 
Accompaniment, Transposition, Pitch, Sight Reading. 

And he will answer your questions, in a Question Box appearing from time 
to time as part of his ministry to Times readers. If you have questions even now, 
in connection with your piano work in sacred accompanying, just send them tc 
Robert Harkness, in care of The Sunday School Times, and he will gladly 
answer, in these columns, such questions as seem to be of general interest. 

Remember, this new musical department of utterly exceptional value, by the 
man who is recognized as perhaps the greatest sacred-music accompanist known it 
evangelistic work the world around, commences in next week's issue of The Sun. 
day School Times (the annual Music Number), and continues thereafter practically 
every week. 

Could your own Sunday-school express its appreciation of the sérvice ren- 
dered by its pianists in a more practical way than to have The Sunday Schoo! 
Times sent to their homes each week during this fall and winter ? 


If that is not practicable, you can PRIN os 500 29> seabmerrtmie menere i eas 


use the “ Get-Acquainted” Offer of 5 he Oe 

ten weeks for 25 cents, in bringing § 1051 Walest street, Philadelphia 

these articles to the attention of you H For the 25 cents enclosed please send The Sunday 
janists,and other music-loving friends. § School Times for 10 weeks to : 
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melodies, but on me contrary, Alexander was de- 
lighted and sough. to secure him on the spot. Mr. 

arkness was not yet ready for such a renunciation 
of all his earthly ambitions and prospeets. God was 
dealing with his soul, however, and the time came 
not long after, when all was handed over, and Rob- 
ert Harkness entered upon the career of service 
in Gospel song, in conjunction with Charles M. 
Alexander, - that brought renown to both their 
names. 

In the great Albert Hall, of London, he electrified 
large audiences by his musical magic, and alongside 
of his masterly playing he was beginning to produce 
masterpieces of ne songs. I believe no composer 
of Gospel songs has shown such genius and orig- 
inality in composition or such versatility in produc- 
tion. He seemed always ready to compose. During 
an evening service in far-away Northern Queens- 
land, a sticky, semi-tropical night, with Dr, Chap- 
man preaching, something in the sermon suggested a 
chorus —and out came pad and pen, and by the close 
of the service we were all singing a melodious chorus, 
of which he had written words and music during the 
previous half hour. Or propping himself up in the 
aisle of the trans-continental train that was taking 
us to the port of embarkation for our first trip to 
Australia, with his little organ in front of him, he 
composed a beautiful setting for a little verse that 
had come to me, on the eve of our departure from 
home for this long, adventurous trip. It was not 
very good poetry, but the melody was lovely. 

In his own home city of Bendigo, Australia, we 
saw the reason for his astonishing career —a saintly, 
praying mother, one of the beautiful old-fashioned 
kind — and a father with the face of an Old Testa- 
ment patriarch. I could scarcely look away from 
that father’s face, so lovely it was, and I knew when 
I saw him with that vollected glory of heaven on 
his face that he would not be very long away from 
the Homeland. And so it was—for when we again 
visited Australia, in 1912, he had obeyed the sum- 
mons “to come up higher.” 

Mr. Harkness’ father had been three times Lord 
Mayor of his native city, and when we were there in 
1909 the elder brother of Robert Harkness was wear- 
ing the same insignia of office, the highest in the gift 
of the citizens of Bendigo—thus testifying to the 
esteem in which the Harkness family was held. 

I had been made the confidant of Robert Harkness 
om the occasion of the first visit to his native land, 
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and in Adelaide was duly introduced to the “most 
wonderful young woman in Australia,” “and,” added 
the happy young man, “you should hear her sing!” 
On the occasion of the second visit to that land she 
became Mrs. Harkness, and her singing of her hus- 


. band’s songs has been a blessing to multitudes. In 


every way she has been a true and capable helpmeet 
to her husband. ; 

For several years they have been giving their time 
to eon) evangelists in special meetings and in hold- 
ing conferences of “Song and Story.” I was priv- 
ileged to attend one of these latter in the city of 
Los Angeles in the early winter of 1920. Ht was an 
hour and a half of real inspiration. Mrs. Harkness 
with her beautiful voice sang the Gospel songs of 
her husband’s composing, and he, accompanying her, 
prefaced each number with a brief history of the 
song, The vocal numbers were interspersed with lit- 
tle informal talks describing their travels in mission- 
ary lands, and in illuminating bits of travelogue, 
and toward the close of the program Mr. Harkness 
gave a Gospel appéal, for he is a true soul-winner, 
and can put the Gospel ably in message as well as 
in song. ; 

Now with years of Christian service behind him, 
Robert Harkness is feeling the impulse to share with 
others what his own varied experience has taught 
him. ~He realizes that it is not necessary to have 
great outstanding gifts in song or in accompanying 
—if only one is ready to be a learner. He is ready 
to teach such a pupil how to make the most of a 
Gospel song —how in accompanying to brighten the 
harmony, how to interpret intelligently the thought 
of the words, how to send the message home to the 
hearts of the hearers. The pupil will find there are 
possibilities undreamed of in the simplest Gospel song 
and he will seek to perfect himself with fresh in- 
spiration in the true art of Gospel song singing. I 
have heard sorigs sung by those possessing even nat- 
urally unsympathetic voices, but sung with such fidel- 
ity and delicacy of interpretation that hearts were 
moved to decision for Christ. I have also heard ac- 
companists to Gospel singers who played with such 
sympathy, such consecrated intelligence, that the song 
itself took on a new significance. Surely these are 
things worthy of attainment, and Robert Harkness 
has for his chiefest aim just now to lead others into 
the path of success in the service of Gospel music that 
he himself has attained in the goodness of God. 
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How I Prepare My Lesson for Teaching 


Getting ready for class all through the week 





By Mrs. G. A. Stead 














Out of 126 manuscripts submitted in The Sunday School Times’ recent contest for the best article on the subject 

described in the title, this one, by a Western farmer’s wife, won the prize of $25 in gold. It will be published this 

fall or winter in a book with other prize-winning manuscripts on other ph of Sunday-school work, and with 

- -manuscripts accepted for publication out of those which did not win prizes. In a very early issue will be published 
the prize article,‘‘ How I Teach the Sunday-School Lesson.’’ 


Y EXPERIENCE has been: For three years 
M a teacher of about a dozen boys in the “teen” 

age, and for three years a teacher of a mixed 
Bible class of adults, 

On Monday no work in the advance lesson is done. 
The day is used as a day of rest as far as Bible study 
is concerned. A day of rest and meditation 
upon the lesson taught the day before. I 
think the lesson over as a whole, noting the 
points actually covered and their apparent ef- 
fect upon the class— by the interest shown and the 
thoughts advanced by the members of the class. I 
seek to see wherein the presentation of the lesson 
was weak, and ask forgiveness for whatever mistakes 
I made as the teacher, and for guidance in: the prep- 
aration of the next lesson. 

Tuesday I begin the study of the Scripture of the 
next lesson, reading the text and relative Scriptures and 
references carefully, and pick up the threads of con- 
nection between it and the preceding lesson. 

By Wednesday I begin a general study as time per- 
mits me. First I get the geographical and historical 
settings. For this, in addition to the Scripture itself, 
I use Bible dictionaries and histories that I have con- 
fidence in as written by men who accepted the Bible 
as God’s inerrant Word. I also find the Rand-Mc- 
Nally Bible atlas almost indispensable. 

As I study the historical setting and the incidents 
related in the text, I try to visualize the scenes. This 
prepares me to make a vivid picture at the lesson 
period. The older people as well as the young like 
the mental lesson picture. . 

I find my class interested in localities, especially ‘a 
comparing the ancient Bible names and places with 
those of other times.or the present. For example: 
That the Shinar of the Bible is the same as Chaldea 
or Babylonia; that the Paphos of Acts was the cap- 
ital city of Cyprus and was the home of the Roman 
proconsul, that it contained a famous shrine of the 
goddess Venus, that the town is still in existence, and 
how naturally substituting “B” for “P,” “f” for “ph,” 
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and dropping the silent “s,” the name became the 
“Baffa” of to-day; that the “Puteoli” where Paul 
landed on his way to Rome is the “Pozzuoli” of to- 
day near the city of Naples, and the Appii forum, 
or the market of Appius, was on the world-renowned 
Appian Way—the Queen of Roads leading into 
Rome, built over three hundred years B. C., and 
still in a good state of preservation, and that doubtless 
by this road Paul entered into the city. Scholars and 
travellers are acquainted with such facts, but the rank 
and file are not; and I know of nothing that makes 
the Bible more real. ‘ 

We have a map—not a complete spick-and-span 
boughten map — but one made on plain white muslin, 
with colored crayon, by one of our own members. It 
contains only the most important places mentioned — 
at least that was what it contained to begin with. We 
put in more places as we studied —but only a few 
of them. Other places we located relatively with the 
pointer, so that the map does not become confusing 
by the multiplicity of places. I keep in mind this 
map as I prepare the lesson, and plan just what shall 
- done with it the next Sunday, if the lesson calls 

or it. 

When the lesson requires it, I prepare a brief his- 
torical outline on a large sheet of white paper the 
size of our map, which is about 2%4 x 3 feet, and pin 
it to the map. I print in large-size letters with col- 
ored crayon, so that the whole class — about twenty — 
may read it. For the recent lessons on the kings of 
the divided kingdom of Israel, I made the following 
outline. At the center, near the top, I placed in a 
column the names of the three kings before the di- 
vision. At the left in a column the names of the 
principal kings of the Northern Kingdom as we 
studied them; at the right the names of the principal 
kings of Judah, or the Southern Kingdom. 

When we had a lesson about or from a prophet, I 
placed his name near the column of kings of the 
kingdom to which he belonged. After the captivity 
of Judah, I placed the-names of the prophets of the 
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qoterity in the center, near the bottom of the 
chart. 

As most people learn more readily through the eye 
than through the ear, I find that these brief outlines 
plainly printed aid greatly in enabling the class to 
retain the history of the lessons. 

I take five different papers or magazines which have 
write-ups on the lessons. They include The Sunday 
Schoo] Times and William Jennings Bryan’s news- 
paper column. Four of them are sound, one has at 
least a very strong leaning to Modernism — the bring- 
ing in of the Kingdom by religious education and our 
own energetic and continual. good works. I find it 
useful by way of comparison and by showing me just 
when to sound a note of warning. I note the point 
on which it puts special and deceptive emphasis, and 
by reading sound commentators and looking up Bible 
references I am ready to hold the class to the Word 
on that point. 

Some time during the remainder of the week 1 find 
time to read all these different presentations of the 
lesson, jotting down what seem to be the highlights 
as I read. With each set of comments I re-read the 
Scripture text. I think over both the Scripture and 
the lesson comments as I am about work that does 
not require close mental attention. By Saturday I 
usually have the outline of the points I wish to make 
pretty well in mind; and Saturday or carly Sunday 
morning I make out the briefest outline possible of 
- manner in which I wish to present that particular 
esson, 

The last thing before going to service, I go to 
prayer and ask that the Holy Spirit may speak to the 
class through the lesson. We begin by the use in con- 
cert of. the Psalm prayer: “Open thou mine eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.” 

My manner of presentation varies, I believe this 
is a strong point in keeping up interest. Sometimes 
the whole thought of the lesson may be brought out 
by a series of references. I like such a lesson. For 
example, on “The Surety and Indestructibility of 
God’s Word,” by the use of Nave’s Topical Bible 
(which, by the way, I find most helpful) and Cruden’s 
Concordance I soon made out a list of references 
that occupied the entire time of the class after the 
reading of, the lesson text and touching briefly upon 
the setting of the incident. The Word itself speaks 
with more power than any commentator. 

In thinking over the points during the week, I often 
see one which I feel may be helpful to some par- 
ticular member of the class, and pray that it may 
be, but I never make a personal reference in class. 

One cannot come in contact Sunday after Sun- 
day with his class, hearing them express themselves, 
and becoming acquainted with them, and learning 
something of their individual lives without coming 
to care a great deal for them and desiring that they 
may truly “grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour”; and so in preparing the 
lesson, the love for the class and the neéds of the 
class are before the teacher. 

As for illustrations, the lesson helps are usually 
quite abundant in them; but often a local incident 
with which the class are all familiar*carries the truth 
home in a more forceful way than any outside illus- 
tration will do. 

In the matter of preparing discussions, I rather 
prepare to avoid them. My experience as a member 
of classes which indulged a great deal in discussions 
has been that those taking part in them usually have 
very little Bible authority to back them, and very 
little knowledge of the Word. Many a lesson period 
have I sat through listening to lively discussions of 
social, business, and political questions which were 
dragged in and which amounted to merely the ex- 
change of personal viewpoints, while the Word was 
neglected —the class dispersing with no more knowl- 
edge of it than when they came. I believe the text: 
“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple.” The Word giveth 
light and understanding not only in regard to eternal 
things, but to temporal things as well. Social and 
political subjects are read aright only as they are 
read through the light of the Word. How shall we 
read unless we know the Word, and when and where 
shall we learn the Word? I consider the greatest 
compliment I have received a§ a teacher is, “We get 
the Bible in our class.” 

As for “driving home the application” —and to me 
there is a difference between illustrating the truth 
and driving home the application —I prepare almost 
nothing on that; yet I feel sure it is driven home. 
About my only effort is in the form of a general 
question which I leave each member to answer for 
himself. I believe Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of 
God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asun- 
der of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” I believe the Holy Spirit is faithful, and 
through the Word he drives home the application 
far beyond my power to do so. I believe if, like 
Ezekiel, we “eat the roll” — feast on his Word — we 
too shall find it sweeter than honey and be set upon 
our feet ready to do his bidding. 

To summarize, I find that a teacher’s successful 
preparation of the lesson includes, in addition to a 
careful study of text and use of methods, earnest 
prayer, a conviction of the absolute truth and author- 
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ity of the Word, and Christian love and solicitude 
for those who sit under his instruction. 


Owatonna, MINN, 


“When Quirinius was Governor of Syria” 
(Continued from page 559) 


of the mountain range. How could a governor of 
Syria conduct a yap from the north side of the 
mountains? To do so he must trespass on the prov- 
ince of Galatia, and there was extreme jealousy in 
regard to strict observation of the limits of provincial 
districts. In the excavations at Antioch this diffi- 
culty was eliminated. The two inscriptions which 
mention Caristanius as the Prefect of Quirinius, hold- 
ing power on behalf of the honorary Duumvir, show 
that Quirinius became intimately related in some way 
or other with the colony which was the garrison- 
city of southern Galatia and the basis of operations 
in the war against the Homanadensians. It is unneces- 
sary to go into further details with regard to the 
Roman procedure, but it is clear what were the facts 
of this case. ge 0 commanded the only army 
which was available for the war. Most of the east- 
ern Taurus region was actually in his province; but 
to use this army he must trespass on the southern 
part of the province Galatia; in fact the entire Ho- 
manadensian territory was part of Galatia. His quite 
exceptional election to an honorary position in Anti- 
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och is part of the whole scheme of the campaigr : 
doubtless three in number) in which ‘he destroyed 
i power of this tribe. struction was done in 
the cruel and iy way of the Romans: no man 
of military age was left in the territory of the tribe; 
all were either killed or sold as slaves, and hence- 
forth the tribe, with its old power and spirit broken, 
was a peaceable member of the Roman Empire. _ 
It seems to us strange that a general like Quirin- 
ius should be connected with the census, but cen- 
sus was conducted by soldiers, the only persons whose 
presence and work was always available, and the tak- 
ing of the census was the work of a military gover- 
nor. Thus alf doubt seems settled. Christ was born 
in 8 B. C.; as Tatian, in the middle of the second 


century says, the Flight to Egypt occurred in the 
year following, and the return from t may be 
placed immediately after the death of Herod the 


Great, in 4 B. C. Jesus was full thirty-two years 
old, as Luke says in an approximate way, “about 
thirty,” when he came in the early summer of A. D. 
26 before the notice of the public; and in that 
summer he was baptized. _ ; 

The subject is so complicated, the period so ob- 
scure through lack of authorities, that I have been 
obliged to hurry rapidly over many vexed questions, 
The connection of Quirinius with Pisidian Antioch is 
the crown of a long series of discoveries that justify 
Luke entirely. 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 

















When one of the best sessions of “ Linwood 
Park” was held in his home 








Harry Miller Speaks at the Conference 








By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 








It is little wonder that a good bishop wept as he offered to read a passage of Scripture to Harry Miller and the 


latter called for the One Hundrea and Third Psal 


im, —‘‘ Bless the 


Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene- 


fits.’’ Could you ‘‘count your many blessings’* were you in his place ? 
Some of the Victorious Life messages, as given in the Summer Conferences this year, will be published in book 
form late this fall, but may be ordered now from The Sunday School Times Company, | 03 1 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 


readers of The Sunday School Times in the 
issue of September 3, 1921, in the account of 
the Linwood Park Victorious Life Conference of 
that summer. He is a young man about thirty-one 
years old, who has lain helpless on his bed for some 
ten years. Through a fall when he was a boy he is 


HH eee: MILLER’S story was first given to 


almost entirely paralyzed, being able only to move’ 


his left hand and arm enough to turn pages of books 
and magazines fastened in a rack suspended above 
him for reading. He cannot lift his hand to his 
face. He cannot turn his head a fraction of an inch; 
he can only turn his eyes toward you as you stand 
by his bedside and talk with him. He has a rich 
baritone voice, the quality of which impresses one as 
he talks, prays, er sings. And he has a keen-sense 
of humor. 

But he also has the Lord. And the Lord has him. 
There may be some people who, tested by the disci- 
yline of sickness and suffering, do not “present their 
odies unto the Lord,” but Harry is not one of them. 
The Lord Jesus has all there is of Harry’s body, and 
mind, and spirit; and he lies there in bodily helpless- 
ness but praising God for the “fulness of the blessing 
of the Gospel of Christ,” and. that he knows “the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge” so that he 
is “filled unto all the fulness of God.” 

There were reverent pilgrimages last month froin 
the conference grounds, by one group and another, 
to the humble little house a few miles away where 
Harry and his father and mother live. On the walls 
of his room are illuminated verses from God’s Word. 
Between the two doors are the words, “Come unto 
Me, and I will give you rest.” Another card is from 
Harry’s favorite Psalm, the One Hundred and Third, 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
ho | al And another, “God shall supply all your 
need. 

I carried the printed- card containing the Confer- 
ence Day Verses to Harry, and called his attention 
to the verse for that day, which was: “God... 


giveth life to the dead, and calleth the things that ° 


are not as though they were,” from Romans 4: 17. 
Harry’s eyes shone as he said, “That’s one of the 
seventeens!” Then he explained that his birthday 
falls on the seventeenth of a month, ‘but instead of 
celebrating only that day of that month he celebrates 
the seventeenth day of every month, and thus has 
twelve birthdays a year. When asked what was the 
actual month of his birth he smilingly refused to ‘ell. 
He went on to say that he had been interested in 
looking ‘up the “seventeenth” verses in many chap- 
ters throughout the Bible, to get special blessings 
for his special day. And he said it was wonderful how 
many of the “seventeen” verses are rich with blessing. 
They his eyes smiled again as. he added, “Of course, 
they are not all that way; as, ‘Let the wicked be 
met and let them be silent in the grave’ (Psa. 
$1: 17). 

I told him that the experience of the young girl who 
found the Lord in such a wonderful way at the Stony 


Brook Victorious Life Conference the month before, 
as given in the Times’ editorial of August 26, “How 
She Found Christ,” had occurred on Tor 17, which 
was thus her spiritual birthday; and he was rejoiced 
to know of this fellowship with another new-born 
child of God. 

We were told that, through the natural progress 
of Harry’s disease since we had seen him a year ago, 
he has had great suffering and nights broken by sleep- 
lessness, hen, at such times, his mother would 
let him sleep later than usual the next morning, he 
would say to her, “Oh, Mother, you must not let 
me sleep late, for I have so much to do.” For Harry 
is an intercessor. He praises God for the utterly un- 
usual opportunities that his affliction gives him to 
pray. And he is loath to miss his prayer times. 

I asked him how he had been getting along during 
the year. He lowered his voice as he said, —his 
father and mother were in the adjoining room, — 
“You see, my leg swelled this spring, and gave my 
mother a good deal of trouble. My foot became 
almost twice its usual size. And I had to pray very 
earnestly that special strength would be given to 
mother.” Could you have kept the tears back if 
you had heard Harry say that? There was not a 
word, not a hint, of praying for himself, or for 
relief from the suffering for himself. In the most 
natural, genuine, unaffected way he showed that his 
only concern was that the strength of his dear mother 
should not be overtaxed. 

But his chief topics of conversation were the great 
blessings the Lord had lavished upon him. “The 
Lord has kept | left hand in good shape, so that 
I can use it well,” he said, turning some pages of 
the literature on the rack before him, 

He tdld us how, some time ago, he began to Wish 
that he might be able to give more money to the 
Lord’s work, and this did not seem possible. He 
prayed about it. Shortly after that the mail brought 
him a letter from the Moody Bible Institute, in which 
a receipt for a certain amount of money given to the 
Institute was enclosed, and the receipt read, “As 
from Harry Miller.” A little later came another let- 
ter by mail, with the receipt for a contribution to 
the Leper Mission, and it read, “As from Harry Mil- 
ler.” And later a similar receipt from the Prison 
Prayer League. “And that,” said Harry with a 
smiling face, “after I had been praying that I might 
give more!” 

_I had some questions I wanted to ask him. “Does 
sickness prevent one’s having the Victorious Life?” 
I asked. I explained that I constantly received that 
question in Question Box meetings of the comferences, 
and I would like to know what his reply would be. 
He smiled as he answered, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” If any one has any idea that bodily sickness 
is sufficient reason for not having spiritual victory, 
the best prescription is’a visit with Harry Miller, — 
ae : better prescription is a visit with Harry Miller’s 
ord. 


I asked him how much time he was accustomed to 
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ive to prayer. He told us that the nights were his 
best time for prayer. Oftentimes, hé explained, he 
is unable to sleep until twelve or one o’clock, and this 
gives him a wonderful opportunity for intercession. 
uring the day people are likely to drop in at an 


. time, and various things are going on; and it is suc 


a joy, when night comes, to know that he is now 
certain to be free from interruptions of any sort, and 
- have long, unhindered times of fellowship with 


He uses the plan arranged by Mr. Smeeton, of 
Algiers, for reading the Bible through in a year, en- 
titled “Once a Year” (to be had from The Sunday 
School Times Co., at 20 cts. a copy, or $2 a dozen). 
He always arranges his Bible in his rack at night to 
be ready for the next day’s reading, and he asks his 
mother to be sure to have the window shade raised 
high at night, so that he will get the daylight as 
early as possible the next morning. “And,” said 
Harry, “I tell mother to take away from the rack 
any other book that I have been reading, for the 
first thing I know I will be se | it the next morn- 
ing, and I will have lost time from my Bible in 
— ssoemng Watch. If I don’t have my Morning 

atch the day never seems to go as well. I ask the 
Lord to awaken me early, so that I can have my 
time with him.” Yet this is after the hours of prayer 
he will have had with the Lord during the darkness 
of the night. ~ : . 
_ “Harry,” I said, “people often say that in their 
times of prayer they are troubled by the wandering 
of their=mind from the subjects about which they 


intend to pray Are you ever troubled that way?: 


What do you do to prevent it?” : 

“T repeat verses of Scripture,” he answered, “until 
I am so overwhelmed with the blessing of God’s Word 
that I find myself going on praying again.” Surely 
that is a sensible method for meeting a practical 
problem in the prayer life. 


” We asked him what he thought as to God’s pos- . 


sible healing of his body. He said that he was trust- 
ing that wholly with the Lord, and he knew that 
the Lord’s will would be done in the best possible 
way, whenever the Lord might decide. “God may 
know that it wouldn’t be safe for me to be out of 
here. I only want to be wherever he wants me to 


Mr. Culp asked him what message he would like 
to send back to the conference then in session. His 
reply was in two items. One was that the conference 
showld sing, as a hymn that was very precious ta 
him, number 166 in the “Victorious Life Hymns,” the 
first verse and chorus of which are: 


“Ev’ry moment as I travel o’er the pathway t’ward the 


al, 
Comes a blest and sweet contentment, and a peace within 
my soul; 
For the Master whom I’ve chosen has been faithful, kind, 
and true, 
Never has there been a danger that He has not led me 
through. 


“Ev’ry moment he is dearer, 
Ev’ry day I love him more; 

Ev’ry moment he seems nearer 
Than he’s ever been before.” 


And then he added, “Tell them to ask God largely, 
for large things.” 

A book that has meant much to Harry is Lewis 
Sperry Chafer’s “He That is Spiritual.” He is able 
to read a great deal, and revels in reading all that 
is true to the Gospel and to the Word of God. 

He has received many letters from readers of The 
Sunday School Times, for which he is more grate- 
ful than he can say. He was troubled to realize that 
it was quite impossible for him to reply (necessarily 
all his writing is done by dictation to members of 
his family) to but a small part of these letters, as 
will be readily understood. Readers of the Times 
who may wish to write him, without expecting a 
reply, can address him at R. F. D. 1, Vermilion, Ohio. 
_ One afternoon ninety delegates and leaders went 
in a long string of automobiles from Linwood Park 
to Harry’s house to hold a:special session of the con- 
ference. It was a memorable meeting. As many as 
could went into the little room, and others stood just 
outside on the porch or in the yard, and were able to 
hear and follow through the open windows. Mr. 
Culp led in the singing of Harry’s favorite hymns. 
Mr. Lagiess gave a brief summary of messages of 
the conference. Mrs. Borton told how God had used 
different individuals on the mission field. A bgief 
message was given by the leader of the class in Jew- 
ish evangelization, Mr. Flacks. Still others spoke 
briefly. Then most of the ninety persons passed by 
Harry’s bedside; he was eager to know the name 
of each one, and insisted on taking the hand of each, 
with a word and an unforgettable smile. There was 
no lack of attention when Harry gave his own mes- 
sage to this session of the conference. Nor could 
there be a better closing to this story of Linwood 
Harry’s face shone with the light of 
our Lord’s own love as he said: 

_ “T shall have to start with Philippians 4:4, ‘Re- 
joice in the Lord alway, and again I say, Rejoice,’ be- 
cause I cannot help rejoicing in him. 

“In the first place I cannot see why Harry Miller 
should be so honored that the conference should come 
out here to see him; but after all the Lord has sent 
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Lesson for October 8 
Luke 2 


_you here, and put it in my heart to rejoice with you, 
and has sent part of the conference here which I could 
not take in at Linwood Park. r 

“I want to rejoice in him and praise him for the 
way he has kept me during the past year. I thought 
last-year when the conference was on, ‘How wonder- 
ful and how marvelous he is!’ But, as —— has just 
said, he grows sweeter day by day, and I think of 
that passage, one of the ‘seventeenth’ verses, 2 Cor- 
inthians 4:17, ‘For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.’ I think they are very 
light because we roll our fears and our burdens over 
on the Lord, and he takes them, and the load is on 
him, and so they are light. And they are just for a 
moment, because we are expecting him almost any 
time; and we do not know when he will-.come: we 
are not going to figure ahead that we are going to 
lie here a long while, but just keep looking up to 
him. then, as he undertakes, we know it is best 
and he gives us grace and strength for every day and 
every moment, in just the continual looking to him as 
he does marvels and is continually undertaking. 

“Another ‘seventeenth’ verse is, ‘Pray without ceas- 
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ing.’ When I see how strong some of those ‘seven- 
teenth’ verses are, he impresses them upon my heart 
more than ever. I am sure you have read of that 
tract that speaks of a woman praying without ceas- 
ing, how, when she opened her eyes in the mornin 

she would pray, ‘Open the eyes of my understanding, 
and when she dressed she would pray, ‘Clothe me 
with thy righteousness,’ and so on. e has shown 
me more and more the need of praying without ceas- 


‘ing, ‘and in everything give thanks,. for this is the 


will of Christ Jesus-concerning you.’ 

_ “I do praise him that he is taking me through. He 
is my great Physician. Whenever a physician comes, 
the patient is supposed to do what the physician says 
if he wants to get results. So I have given my case 
over to him, and, praise God, he is bringing me 
through for his glory. There is nothing I can do, but, 
praise God, it is ‘not I, but Christ.’ He has promised 
to be in me the strength and the grace that are 
needed, and I ask your prayers that I may always be 
a blessing to every one I come in contact with, and 
that Christ may be held up and glorified evermore. 
‘He doeth all things well.’” 

PHILADELPHIA, 





es ae 











Luke’s Interest 








in the Birth of Jesu 


A scientist-physician’s account of the most remarkable birth story in history 
By Prof. A. T. Robertson, D.D., Litt.D. ?fs%gs of ths interpretation of the New Tertament 




















In the present day of doubt concerning the supernatural, and especially concerning the miracle of the incamation, 
it is gratifying in the highest degree to have such an enthusiastic declaration of faith in the Virgin Birth of our Lord 
as that recorded on this page by a man who is in the front rank of modern Greek scholarship in the whole world. 


HE debt of the world to Luke can never be 
repaid, for it is to him that we owe the Christ- 
mas story that has won all hearts wherever it has 
been told. Christianity was true, of course, before 
any of the Gospels were written. They preserve and 
interpret certain aspects of the wondrous facts about 
a Christ, the Son of God and the Son of man. 
© one of the Four Gospels tells all that is true, nor 
do all of them combined. But each of them makes 
its own © me: contribution, for which we should 
be grateful. ; 
ark gives us the Gospel of the manhood of Jesus, 
with no account of the early years, the Gospel of 
Galilee, with its swift and tragic cOnsummation in 
Jerusalem, the Gospel of action and of miracle and 
of power, the Gospel of deed and of rapid movement. 
The birth of Jesus did not form part of the plan of 
Mark’s Gospel. ; 

Matthew follows the line of Mark in broad outline, 
but he adds a large body of the teachings of Jesus 
in Galilee, and also in Jerusalem, at the close, and he 
also gives us a brief account of the Birth of Jesus 
to prove his Jewish and Davidic descent, which was 
essential to the Messiahship of Jesus. He tells this 
part of the story from the standpoint of Joseph, and 
shows that Jesus had no human father, but was be- 
gotten of the Holy Spirit. 

John’s Gospel came last, and gives no record of 
the birth of Jesus, but states sharply the pre-incar- 
nate existence of the Logos (the Son of God) and 
the fact of the Incarnation of the Logos who was 
made flesh and tabernacled among us till his crucifix- 
ion, resurrection, and ascension, when the Son re- 
turned to the Father. John does not contradict the 
account in Matthew. ‘The absence of the story in 
Mark is easily understood. It is plain why Matthew 
told the wonderful story. 

But why did Luke tell it? Many questions occur 
to one who ignores inspiration. Did Luke know of 
the narrative in Matthew? . Was he displeased with 
the report in Matthew? Did he.aim to correct Mat- 
thew, or merely to supplement his account? Was 
Luke a discriminating critic? Was he predisposed to 
believe in the Virgin Birth? Would he be wiliing to 
credit divine nature to eg after the fashion with 
the Roman emperors? as Luke credulous or crit- 
ical? Was he prejudiced in favor of miracles? Was 
he a scientific physician in the modern sense, or in 
any real sense? Is he a credible historian and a com- 

etent writer for so great a matter as the Virgin 

irth of Jesus? Why did he not pass the whole mat- 
ter by as Mark had done and as the Logia of Jesus 
(the Q of criticism) may have done? What was it 
that enlisted his interest in the subject and that led 
him to give a narrative .quite independent of that in 
Matthew? Whence did he obtain his information for 
the separate report that he gives? Does he strengthen 
the evidence for the Virgin Birth of Jesus? These 
and other questions challenge the modern student of 
the Gospels and of the life of Jesus Christ. 

We must bear in mind that Luke was a Gentile, 
and hence approached the study of the life of Christ 
as a Gentile who had been won to Christianity. He 
looks at Jesus more as the Saviour of the world than 
as the Messiah of the Jews. There is no evidence 
that Luke was a pagan still in his theological out- 
look. Whether he became a Jewish proselyte before 
he became a disciple of Jesus we do not know. But 





while he has breadth of sympathy and freedom from 
race antipathy, there is no trace of any desire to deify 
Jesus as the Romans and Greeks did with the Roman 
emperors at this time. Nor is Luke to be charged 
with any desire to overemphasize the Jewish side of 
Christ’s life. He does present the broad humanity 
of Christ. 

No one can accuse Luke with lack of culture. The 
Introduction to his Gospel is written in the literary 
Koine of the period with all the finish of a man of 
the schools. . The fact that he was a physician argues 


‘the same conclusion, for the Greek physician was a 


man of training in the schools. Not every physician 
with technical training has the literary touch. - But 
Luke had it, as his two books show in many ways. 
One thinks at once of Oliver Wendell Holmes and 
S. Weir Mitchell in our own time as physicians with 
the mark of literary style. : 

When a man undertakes to write history, he ex- 
poses himself to the severest tests of fact. The his- 
torian has to submit to the keenest examination of 
the way he has used his sources. This is all as 
it should be, and Luke has not escaped long years 
of the closest scrutiny by modern scholars. For a 
time the tide ran against him with many students. He 
stood alone on so many points of importance that 
it came to be the fashion to put a question mark after 
every statement made by Luke and unsupported by 
contemporary evidence. In other words, a definite 
prejudice existed against Luke as a credible and re- 
liable historian. But the tide has definitely turned. 
In every instance when new discoveries have been 
made they have confirmed Luke even where he stood 
alone. So then it is a great historian who gives his 
account of the birth of Jesus. 

But how did he use his sources? Can we test him 
at any point? We know his attitude and method, as 
set forth by himself in Luke 1: 1-4. He claims that 
he made careful research and that he sifted all the 
evidence and produced results that are accurate and 
dependable. We can test his use of the Gospel of 
Mark and of the Logia and that test confirms his 
claim to careful research. We are bound to include 
the narrative of the birth of Jesus in this claim. In 
fact, it is the very first item recorded by Luke after 
making the claim of an accurate use of his sources. 
Luke is thus the first critic of the sources of the life 
of Jesus. 

Luke is the first man who combines in himself a 
love of science and reverent faith. It is plain that 
he has no prejudice against the supernatural, but it 
is equally clear that as a Greek physician and man of 
science he would not be a blind partisan of the mir- 
aculous. He, first of all, faced the problem of the 
union of science and faith. In his mind he found 
unity, not discord. He remained loyal to Jesus as 
Lord and loyal to the laws of God in nature. The 
Virgin Birth raised the apparent contradiction between 
science and faith in an acute form. But Luke looked 
at all the facts and continued a believer in both. He 
wrote his account of the Virgin Birth in the light of 
all the science of his day, and it was far more than 
some men suppose. Aristotle was first of all a biol- 
ogist. Greek medicine had a real scientific basis. 

Luke approached the study of the evidence con- 
cerning the Virgin Birth of Jesus as a physician with 
all the zest that this fact implies. Physicians are 
naturally consulted and congerned about the birth 
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of children. They officiate at the great event when 
¢ child is born. They issue certificates concerning 
the birth. But here a fealty great physician dis- 
cusses the most remarkable birth narrative in the 
history of mankind. It is idle to think that he did 
it in a careless or indifferent way. The story was 
bound to appeal to him in the strongest possible man- 
ner. He could not take it as an old wives’ fable. To 
record it without research and reflection would be 
to discredit both the physician and the historian. 
The Gospel of Luke shows him to be a friend of 
woman, as every physician ought to be. The physi- 
cian knows most about the pangs and sorrows of 
womanhood. Cortetay Luke was interested in the 
story of this wonderful woman and her still more 
wonderful child. He knew the limitations of woman 
as well as her glory. ; 
It is certain that Luke got his information about 
ary from Mary herself, either directly or indi- 
rectly, He either talked with Mary or with one of 
her circle of women friends, or he had a manuscript 
that came from Mary. He tells the story from Mary’s 
standpoiat. It had to come from her if it was ever 
told at all. While she lived, there would be a natural 
reticence about ey it in public, as we see in Mark's 
Gospel. But Luke felt that the story as Mary knew 
it should be told, in justice both to her and to Jesus, 
So he told it with consummate skill and delicacy of 
feeling. He has preserved the Aramaic flavor “| the 
narrative. He has caught the spirit of prophecy that 
stirred Elisabeth, Mary, and Zacharias. e has not 
hesitated to record his firm belief in the existence of 
angels and of God. Luke, the scientist and the his- 
torian, worships as Lord and Saviour the Son of 
God and the Son of man whose birth he records. 
We can thank God to-day for the interest that Luke 
took in the Birth of Jesus. The glow and glory of 
the first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel first filled his 
own soul with wonder and awe. That rapture of soul 
seizes every reverent Christian to-day who reads the 
pages written by Luke. 


LovIsvILLe, Ky. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord 
(Deut. 6:4). 


HERE is no more precious doctrine in the Word 

than that of the trinity. It is of infinite worth to 
the heart and life to know that there are three per- 
sons in the Godhead, each with his separate place and 
office, and each intent upon bringing to pass the benefi- 
cent purposes of deity. How safe one feels under 
the care of these three Holy Ones; and how power- 
ful one is to brave and do, and even to suffer with 
each and all of them on one’s side. This trinity as- 
pect of the Godhead is a truth which the church needs 
to hold in great steadfastness, both for her own sake 
and for that of the future generations of mankind. 
Without faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy 
— life will cease to have meaning, and men will 
perish. ; 

But the doctrine of the unity of the Godhead is as im- 
portant, ‘and also as precious, as that of the trinity, 
Three persons there are, but these are inherently, in- 
dissolubly, and eternally united. Take one person in 
the Word, study his nature, character, and acts, and 
apart from place and office, you have at once the 
revelation of the other two. Fach, evidently, is self- 
existent, self-maintaining, unending, omnipresent, 
omnipotent, all-wise, all-powerful — everything which 
deity is. And each is linked to the other in desire 
and purpose, so that their objective in salvation, sanc- 
tification, and glorification is absolutely one and the 
same. What an indefeatable combination this is. 
How majestic and magnificent the three persons are 
in their union and unity. What wonder that the 
spirit of Jehovah cried out, as in our text: “Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord”! This, too, 
should be our message to the church and the world. 
And, too, without the truth of God’s unity, life will 
cease to have meaning, and men will perish. 

In view of the above, which is the revelation of 
God’s Word, how pitiable it is, in these days, to hear 
learned men talk of a First Cause, an Evolutionary 
Process, Resident Force, and an Electron. What are 
these things beside God’s personality! The reason 
men accept them in substitution for God is simply 
this: divine personality means human responsibility, 
and sinful hearts do not care for the latter. I read 
some time since an atheistic article written by a so- 
cialist. Its last-words were these: “Exit God! Be- 
hold— Man!” And what of man, after God is put 
off of the scene? The article did not say. But God 
tells us: “If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange 
gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and con- 
sume you, after that he hath done you good” (Josh. 
24:20). It will be well for us then, if we continue 
to believe in the triune and one God. 


Princeton, N. J. 














566 





a 
ene —- 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








LESSON 2. OCTOBER 8. THE BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD OF JESUS 


Luke 2 


Golden Text.—And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and mén.—Luke 2 : 52 

















SEPTEMBER 23, 1922 


s 




















ne on 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


HEY are building an immense hotel at Atlantic 

City, and the pains they are taking with the 

foundation attracts the attention of all (Mr. 
Ridgway, 1). John Ruskin was drilled in the Scrip- 
tures in his eariy aoe and, in commenting upon 
a statement of his, Dr. Campbell Morgan makes an- 
other of profound significance. It is true, as he says, 
that the best binding for the children’s Bibles is 
father and mother themselves! (Round-Table, 2.) 
If the truths of God’s Word are exemplified in the 
home-life of the parents, foundations of the children’s 
characters will be deeply laid (Round-Table, 3). 


Our Background Material 

The teacher should run quickly over the events be- 
tween the last lesson and this, as outlined by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 1). Simeon and Anna were “on the out- 
look,” as Moffat in his translation renders “waiting” 
(v. 25) and “looked” (v. 38). No doubt there had 
been during the four hundred “years of silence” from 
Malachi to Matthew, in every generation, a little 
handful who had been “on the outlook” for the Mes- 
siah, and those to whom Anna spoke 2: 38), as they 
delighted in the joy of the evident fulfilment, were 
“out-lookers.” We have an “outlook” in the proph- 
ecies that declare the second coming of our Lord. 

Luke almost certainly obtained from our Lord’s 
mother the information here recorded (Mrs. Askew, 
1, 2, 3, 8). 

How archeology has vindicated Luke’s reference 
to Quirinius (Cyrenius), in verse 2, is told by Sir 
William M Ramsay in the sidelight on page 559, 
entitled, “When Quirinius Was Governor of Syria” 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face pps at the end 

of certain Sagegrenns in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

How the grace of God is the origin and the favor 
of God is the goal of the life which grows, from 
childhood onward, is well brought out in using the 
principle of analysis, by Dr. Ellis. 

It will be best to leave the details of the birth of 
our Lord for the Christmas lesson, and start with 
his early boyhood, 

Get the class to help you in drawing a picture of 
the home in which the boy Jesus grew up. The 
sketch of the home of Joseph and Mary by Dr. 
Smellie will be helpful. 

His class of boys is encouraged to tell how Jesus 
was like or different from other boys in his home 
town, by Mr. Teas. 

How old Jesus was before he started to school, 
how his mother and Joseph were no doubt care- 
ful in daily following out the command in Deuter- 
onomy 6: 6, 7, and what the school was to which Jesus 
was sent, are told by Dr. Thomas (III, 5).’ 

The “words” of the Law, according to the com- 
mand of Moses, were to be “taught diligently” to 
the Jewish children, their meaning and how to apply 
them were to be the subject of home conversation, 
and of walks through the pleasant countryside, and 
even “when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up” (Deut. 6:6, 7) these “words” were to be pon- 
dered and taught. 

Our Lord fulfilled the Law. This plan of Bible 
study was part of it. And his mastery of Scripture, 
with which he met and defeated Satan and sinners in 
their assaults, was no doubt in part acquired in this 


way. 

There is no need in the world to-day so great as 
for Bible teaching homes, such as our Lord grew up 
in. Yes, our Lord was poor (Dr. Thomas, III, 5), 
but he was rich in the home training he had (Dr. 
Smellie’s second point). 

What he doubtless studied when he went to the 
synagogue school is here stated by Dr. Thomas. Did 
our Lord speak any other languages than the two 
Dr. Thomas mentions? He read Hebrew from the 
“rolls” when he preached in the synagogues, and he 
apparently spoke to Pilate in Latin, for there is no 
mention of an interpreter for their conversation. 

Mother would like to keep the little one for her 
baby always, but God’s law is growth. Teachers 
should tactfully suggest to parents in the adult classes 
the need of such watchfulness. A list of helpful 
books, for children and parents is given on page 560, 
including Mr. Philip E. Howard’s new book, “Father 
and Son” (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia, $1), a book that will help every father to be a 
real companion to his boy. 

The incidents of the visit of the lad Jesus to the 
Temple are an illustration of the wisdom of scul and 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 40-52 
# And the child grew, and waxed strong, ' filled with wis- 

dom: and the grace of God was upon him. 

41 And his parents went every year to Jerusalem at the 
feast of the passover. 4Z And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up after the custom of the feast; 43 and 
when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, 
the boy Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and his par- 
ents knew it not; 44 but supposing him to be in the com- 
pany, they went a day’s 3; and they sought for him 
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance: 45 and when they 
found him not, they returned to Jcrusalem, seeking for 
him. 4 And it came to pass,:after three days they found 
him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the * teachers, 
both hearing them, and asking them questions: 47 and 
all that heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers. 48 And when they saw him, they were aé- 
tonished; and his mother said unto him, * Son, why hast 
thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I sought 
thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it 
that ye sought me? knew ye not that I must be ‘in my 
Father’s house? 5S@ And they understood not the saying 
which he spake unto them. 51 And he went down with 
them, and came to Nazareth; and he was subject unto 
them: and his mother kept all these * sayings in her heart. 

52 And Jesus advanced in wisdom and ‘stature, and in 
7 favor with God and men. 

1Gr. becoming full of wisdom. %Or, doctors See ch. 

5.17; Acts 5.34. *Gr. Child. *Or, about my Father’s 

business Gr. in the things of my Father. ®Or, things 

*Or, age 7 Or, gtace 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Neleon & Sons 








strength of spirit which had developed in him as his 
stature had increased (v. 40; see Dr. Thomas, I, 2). 
The significance of this visit is explained by Dr. 
Thomas I, 3). . ; 

It is not said that this was the Holy Child’s first visit to 
the Holy City (compare v. 41). But at the age of twelve 
a Jewish boy became “a son of the law.” This is the 
time doubtless when Jesus realized very completely 
that “things becoming” for him had begun. In verse 
21 his circumcision is recorded. In fulfilling the 
law, in order to carry to the Cross for our atone- 
ment a life without spot or blemish, he became sub- 
ject to the legal rites and purifications. These things 
were not absolutely necessary for him, of course, who 
knew no sin, but » She were becoming in order to ful- 
fill the law (Gen. 17:14, compare Matt. 3:15). . 

Those “higher consciousnesses” now doubtless rap- 
idly unfolding in his soul and spirit here for the 
first time find recorded utterance. It is an evidence 
of the accuracy of the record that his mother instead 
of Joseph comes to the front as the chief spokesman 
in the Temple incident. Is it not the Spirit empha- 
sizing the truth of the Protevangelium — “the seed 
of the woman”? (Gen. 3: 15.) 

Whether or not up to ‘this time the boy Jesus had 
called Joseph “father,” as some commentators think 
is indicated by Mary’s statement in verse 48, “Thy 
father and I have sought thee sorrowing” (it is not 
by chance that Mary did not simply say “we”),— 
from this time forward he never could have used 
that word (Dr, Thomas, I, 3). - The phrasing of his 
mother’s statement gave him his opportunity to as- 
sert his divine origin. The class should be given 
something of the enthusiastic conviction of Dr. Rob- 
ertson in his article on the preceding page, “Luke’s In- 
terest in the Birth of Jesus,” that Christ was virgin 
born. Here Christ begins his teaching that God 
is his Father, uniquely, in a different sense from 
which God is our Father, which tran through all 
his ministry. . Ese 

And from this time on there is no more mention of 
Joseph. The next statement in the Gospels about our 
Lord’s relatives is where “his mother and brethren” 
alone are referred to (John 2:12). This is the 
ground for the inference that Joseph soon afterward 
died, leaving Jesus probably as the chief bread win- 
ner of the family at Nazareth. 

How is it that Mary and Joseph “understood not” 
Jesus’ statement, in view of the fact that Gabriel had 
revealed to Mary that her son should “be called the 
Son of God”? (1:35.) Doubtless his childhood had 
developed so quietly and normaliy that. the remem- 
brance of the supernatural events before and at his 
birth had been dulled by the passing years. Of course 
it means that they understood not in the deeper sense 
(compare Luke 18: 34). 

. 








The Truth that Is Golden 


Commenting upon verse 52 Canon Alford says: 

“We are apt to forget, that it was during this time 
that much of the great work of the second Adam 
was done, he growing up through infancy, child- 
hood, youth, manhood, from grace to grace, holiness 
to holiness, in subjection, self denial, and love, with- 
out one polluting touch of sin,—this it was which, 
consummated by three years of active ministry, by 
the Passion, and by the Cross, constituted ‘the obe- 
dience of one man,’ by which many were made right- 
eous... 

“He had emptied himself of his glory: his infancy 
and childhood were no mere pretence, but the Divine 
Personality was in him carried through these states 
of weakness and inexperience, and gathered round 
itself the ordinary accessories and experiences of the 
sons of men. All the time, the consciousness of his 
mission on earth was ripening; ‘the things heard of 
the Father’ (John 15:15) were continually imparted 
to him; the Spirit, which was not given by measure 
to him, was abiding more and more upon him; till the 
day when he was fully ripe for his official maniies- 
ertson in his article on page 565, “Luke’s in- 
tation.” (See Mrs. Askew, 6; Br. homas, III, 6; 
the first page verse, “As the Child Grew.”) 

Teaching Points 

“It was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost” (2: 
26). The Spirit is still speaking to men and women 
who will listen. “The Spirit said unto Philip” (Acts 
8:29), he spoke unto Peter (Acts 10:19), and to the 
prophets and teachers in the church at Antioch (Acts 
13:1, 2). See Family Worship for Wednesday. 

God’s heaven-sent messages come to us while we 
are in the line of daily duty (Mr. Smith’s explana- 
tion of the Little Jetts). 

Would you like to have been a member of the Naz- 
areth household? Do you realize that Jesus wants 
to “make himself at home” in your heart now? (Fam- 
ily Worship for Monday.) 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

How old do you think Anna was? (vs. 36, 37.) 

What events in our Lord’s early life come in be- 
tween verses 39 and 40? (Dr. Thomas, I, 1.) 

Where did Luke get his facts about the childhood 
of Christ? ; 

Ask the children in your class the question Mr. 
Howard suggests in his closing paragraph. 

PHILADELPHIA, - 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Principle oF ANALysIs.—Train pupils 
to think the lesson material into its elements. 











AKING the lesson as printed, it is not only pos- 
_4 sible to use the Golden Text as a basis for us- 
ing the principle of concentration, but it may also 
be used to suggest a basis of analysis, not only of 
the lesson, but of the manifold development of the 
perfect human childhood of Jesus, which sets also 
an ideal for all childhood. 

Again, at the beginning and at the ending of the 
lesson are two verses, the fortieth and the fifty-sec- 
ond, rather similar in their import, enclosing the 
Jerusalem incident between them. To what extent 
do the two verses mentioned express the same idea? 
Is it possible to. think of the one as perhaps express- 
ing the more passive and receptive phase of his 
development, and the other the more active or ex- 
pressive phase? For instance, may it have been be- 
cause of his reception of-the grace of God that he 
advanced in favor with God and man? Again, may 
it be that the Jerusalem incident illustrates how by 
using divinely given wisdom he advanced, humanly 
speaking, in wisdom? Both verses express of course 
the most significant characteristic of all childhood, 
which is growth, and make it clear that as God sees 
it, physical and mental growth are not only insuffi- 
cient, but that the grace of God is the origin, and 
the favor of God is the goal of the life with which 
He is well pleased. 

The lesson may also be studied from the stand- 
point of the relations of the child Jesus to God, 
to his parents, to his teachers, to his fellow-men; 
or again, from the standpoint of the characteristics 
which he manifested as a child, such as growth (phys- 
ical, mental, social, and spiritual), reverence, filial 
obedience, and eagerness to learn. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 





























The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





i. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Connection. After the announcement to Zacharias 
considered in the last lesson came the announcement 
to Mary (1: 26-56). Then followed the birth of 
Christ (2: 1-20), which. we are to consider in de- 
tail at Christmas (Lesson 13); the dedication of the 
infant Jesus at the Temple with the striking testi- 
monies of the two old people, Simeon and Anna 
(2: 21-39), and then the brief record in the lesson 
for to-day of the youth of Jesus. See below for 
other events recorded in Matthew, which should go 
in between verses 39 and 4o. (1) 

Jesus as a Child (v. 40). Three elements of his 

owth are mentioned, bodily, mental, and religious. 

ompare the order of the first two with that in verse 
52. A child needs bodily strength first; a youth pri- 
marily needs wisdom. The rest we must imagine 
from what we know of Nazareth and Jewish home 
life. See below under III, 1. (2) 


Jesus as a Youth (vs. 41-50). At twelve Jewish 
boys took on themselves personal ‘responsibility in 
connection with religion, and hence this visit to the 
Temple. The stay would be seven days, and in 
view of the responsibility parents would not be so 
concerned to keep a boy with them.. So it was a 
day after they started back before they began to 
search for Jesus. When they found him the expos- 
tulation seems to suggest a fading memory of what 
had happened (1: 26-30; 2:16-19). And so with 
the words “my Father” contrasted with “thy father,” 
the higher obligation was mentioned as a reminder. 
But for this he would have been disobedient. Up 
to that time probably no word had been spoken to 
him of what had occurred, but now the consciousness 
of a special position and work came. We do not 
know exactly how this took place, but it was clearly 
direct from God, and not through Mary. This rev- 
elation to Christ concerning himself included several 
truths : relationship (“Father”); | communion 
(“house”); service (“business,” see margin), and ob- 
ligation (“must”). (3). ; 

Jesus as a Young Man (vs. 51, 52). Heticeforward 
he was conscious of a unique’ relationship to’ God, 
but though fully aware of his sonship he waited in 
patience for the proper time. Meanwhile, he was 
in subjection, and for eighteen years we only know 
of his obscurity, seclusion, and obedience as he 
worked in the carpenter’s shop (Mark 6:3). And 
all these years he was growing in every respect (v. 
52). On the human side everything was perfectly 
natural, he was a real babe, a real boy, a real youth, 
and a real young man. Yet there was no imperfec- 
tion in this development.. He was perfect at every 
stage, and when the time.camfe he was ready for 
his work. (4) 


Devotional Reading : Isaiah 9:1-7. (1) The dark- 
ness, verse 1; (2) the day, verse 2; (3) the de- 
light, verses 3-5; (4) the Day Star, verse 6; (5) 
the dominion, verses 6, 7. N. B.—The two comings 
of Christ are here blended. 


Books.—For ordinary commentaries, Farrar in 
Cambridge Bible (Macmillan Co., New York, $1.60), 
and Godet (Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6). 
For a valuable summary, “The Gospel of Luke,” by 
Erdman (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $1). For 
the Life of Christ in general, “Modern Student’s 
Life of Christ,” by Vollmer (Revell, $1.50, net); 
“Outline Harmony of the Gospels,” by Riddle (The 
Sunday School Times Co., 15 cts.); “A New Har- 
mony of the Gospels Based on Broadus,” by A. T. 


“Robertson (see. H. Doran Co., New York, $2.50, net) ; 


Davis’ Bible rer oa for names of persons and 
places (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). For 
Luke as a whole, “The Most Beautiful Book Ever 
ss a by Hayes (Abingdon Press, New York, 
1.25). 


Il. Reference Material 


Matthew 1:18 to 2:23. The parallel events of the 
Lord’s earliest years. 


1. The Birth (1: 18-25). 

2. The Visit of the Magi (2: 1-12). 

3. The Flight into Egypt (2: 13-18). 

4. The Return to Palestine and settlement at Naz- 
areth (2: 19-23). 


lll. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Jesus at Home and at 
School. (1) The home was Nazareth, a village in 
Galilee. Country life would give purer air, influences 
of scenery, freedom from intellectual strife. But 
somehow Nazareth had a bad name (John 1: 46), 
we do not know why. He would be with his mother 
until five years of age, and no doubt Joseph and 
Mary would teach him to learn and understand God's 
Word (Deut. 6:6, 7). (2) Then the school would 
be the village school connected with the synagogue, 
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where he would learn Greek (which was spoken in 


-Paléstine) and Syrian. We know he had learned to 


write (John 8:6). His earthly parents were poor 
and of the working class. Mary could not afford a 
lamb (Luke 2:24; Lev. 12:8). és) 

, 2. Young People and Adults: The Religious Train- 
ing of the Young, Education is differently regarded 
by different people. To some, it means knowledge; 
to others, truth; to others, self-contrel; to others, 
wisdom; to others, development. But all these and 
everything else is only fully possible by means of 
religious education, the training of the spiritual fac- 
ulties. In verse 52 we have the symmetrical growth 
(see below under IV), and this is the only satisfac- 
tory method of human development. The supreme 
aim is “God first.” (x The child grew at Nazareth 
in every faculty (v. 40). (2) Then he was “planted 
in the courts of the house” of God (vs. 41-51). (3) 
Then he was sheltered at home for eighteen years 
(v. 52). At each point religious training was a 
feature. True religious life will include three things: 
knowing God’s Word; loving God’s House; doing 
God’s will. (6) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
The Golden Text tells of the fourfold development 
necessary for all. 
1. Physical, “grew,” “strong.” 
2. Intellectual, “wisdom.” 
3. Social, “favor... man. 
4. Spiritual, “favor with God.” 
N. B—See Revelation 21:16 (last clause) and 


read Phillips Brooks’ fine sermon on the “Symmetry 
of Life.” 


V. Leading Questions 
What songs of praise are associated with the birth 
of Christ? 


How may we relate Simeon and Anna (2: 38) to 
the Old Testament “remnant”? 


What is the relation of the Holy Spirit in 2: 25-27 
to Pentecost? 


How were the two lines of 2:32 fulfilled? 


What is the meaning of 2: 34, 35 in regard to (1) 
Christ and to (2) Mary? 


. Why. was not Jesus missed before the day follow- 
ing the start? 


* What is the special point of Jesus” reply to Mary’s 
expostulation? 


PHILADELPHIA. . 
V4 


The Quiet Years 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 
I" WE had not grown so familiar with the thought, 


” 66 


” 


we should never cease to be surprised by the 

amazing contrast between the two homes of our 
Lord. Sir William M. Ramsay heads a chapter in 
one of his smaller books with this title, “The His- 
torical Jesus the Eternal Christ.” There is the con- 
trast. The Eternal Christ has his home in the heart 
and house of God among the splendors of heaven; 
while the Historical Jesus, who is the same Person, 
has his home in the cottage of a carpenter in the 
little country town of Nazareth. How far he who 
is our Saviour descended for our sakes! and how 
great the love must be which brings him from that 
height to this depth! 3 ; 

To-day we are thinking of his quiet years in Naz- 
areth, and of the influences which played on him 
as they ran their course. 


One of these influences was the natural world 
on which he looked out. 

Nazareth was a small town, but it was set in beau- 
tiful surroundings. It nestled among the hills of 
Galilee, and its narrow streets climbed their sides 
in terraces. Jesus loved these hills. As he knew 
them, their grassy surfaces were often bright with 
richly-colored flowers; and many trees clothed their 
slopes — the fig, with its gnarled and wide-spreading 
branches; the palm, graceful, feathery, tall; the 
orange, with fragrant perfume and pleasant fruit; 
and the olive, whose leaves of silver-gray rustled in 
the wind. From the summits there was a noble view. 
Away to the north rose the peak of Hermon, with 
snow crowning it the entire year round. Far to 
the westward the Mediterranean shimmered and 
flashed in the sun. And nearer at hand was the 
great plain of Esdraelon, on which many of the de- 


‘cisive battles in Hebrew history had been fought. 


Such were the sights of the natural world which 
Jesus saw as a Boy, and we know what an impres- 
sion they made upon him. His parables reveal his 
loving acquaintance with trees and flowers, and his 
soul throbbed always with an intense affection for 
the land in which he had been brought up: its 
scenery and its traditions were moving and dear. 
These things, too, are our educators —the beauty and 
grandeur of nature, and the story of our country’s 
past. They should enter into the texture of our 
being and help to fashion our character. 
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Sat more potent was the influence of the family’ 
circle. 

Joseph and Mary were working people. He was 
a carpenter who made plows and yokes for the hus- 
bandmen. And she brought her husband no worldly 
wealth, although she stood high in God’s kingdom, 
and was “faithful and hopeful, wise in charity, stron 
in grave peace, in pity circumspect.” We think o 
her, and remember Wordsworth’s description of the 
homely English girl who was his friend —“A violet 
by a mossy stone, half-hidden from the eye.” That 
was Mary; and nobody would have been more as- 
tonished than she herself at the superstitious and 
extravagant honors which later ages have heaped 
upon her. 

Certainly she was a gracious teacher for the Lad 

rowing up at her knee. When she prepared be- 
orehand the Sabbath meal or kindled the Sabbath 
lamp, she told him of God’s day of rest. The Mezuzah 
fastened upon the doorpost of the house —the piece 
of parchment with the Name of names outside and 
the Scripture promises inside —helped her to ex- 
plain how the Lord kept guard over the dwellings 
of his people. And, long before Jesus could go to 
the worship of the synagogue, he was instructed in 
the contents of the Old Testament. It has beem 
said that probably he was too poor ever ‘to buy 
a Bible of his own, for “the roll of the Book” was 
a luxury which only the rich could purchase. But 
he had learned the Bible from the lips of his mother, 
and from the example of Joseph also; for Joseph 
was a just man, sOber and righteous and godly, The 
family circle was not a proud one, but it was one 
where the Child breathed a wholesome and blessed 
air. Let us thank God for all such family circles. 
They train the young not only in citizenship but 
in godliness; and there is no bulwark of a nation 
which can compare with them. 


Once again, there was the influence of God, the 
holiest and most significant influence of all. 

Of those early years we read that the Child grew, 
and waxed strong in spirit, being filled with wisdom, 
and the grace of God was upon him. He was a real 
Boy, whose body and mind expandet together; but 
he lived always in closest union with that upper 
world from which he had come, and he carried a 
white and unstained soul into all his work and play. 
Often his mother felt in his company that she was 
standing on holy ground, and was ready to say, 
This is none. other than the gate of heaven. 

Then, in his twelfth year, she and Joseph took 
him to keep his first Passover in the Temple at 
Jerusalem. It was a memorable time for him —so 
memorable that, when the pilgrim caravan turned 
homewards again, he could not tear himself away, 
but stayed behind in the Holy House. We do not 
wonder that his parents sought him sorrowing; but 
his answer to Mary’s reproachful question makes 
clear ‘that God was “the Passion of Christ’s heart” 
from the very first. Waist ye not, he said, that 1 must 
be about my Father’s business? 

And yet, after this, he went down with them, and 
came to Nazareth, and was subject to them. For 
eighteen years more, he stayed in willing helpful- 
ness in the unassuming cottage, its Breadwinner in 
all likelihood, since Joseph seems to have died while 
Jesus was young. It is a marvelous conjunction 
of majesty.and meekness; for we cannot doubt that 
he was conscious of his divine Sonship and his redeem- 
ing mission. But then it was his “Father’s business” 
that he should wait meanwhile in the unnoticed back- 
ground, and it was his own choice as well. 

And may our lives from their commencement be 
thus yielded to God, and filled with God’s grace. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


HE Old Testament tells the servants and soldiers 

of God much about the Lord’s business, 
Every minute sees the death of sixty-six heathen, and 
every year about thirty-three millions die without 
having had a chance to hear about Christ. “I rose 
up and did the King’s business,” said Daniel. Can 
you say that too? There is work for every one in 
his business (Neh. 13:30), and we are called not 
only to the pleasant things, but to all the Lord’s busi- 
ness (1 Chron. 26: 30). 

The New Testament gives us a further revelation, 
and shows us as sons in partnership with our Father 
through Christ (Gal. 4:6). This adds tothe urge of 
the King’s command the urge of the Father’s love. 

“Wist ye not,” said Christ, “that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” It is the urgent, tremendous, 
glorious business of saving a lost world from swiftly 
approaching doom. Would that the intense earnest- 


‘ness of Christ might pervade the pe A sons whom 
e 


he is calling to glory. Christ finished his part 
of the work in the magnificent triumph of Calvary, 
and now he is waiting for us to do our part, not 
slothful in business, kept at the boiling point by the 
Holy Spirit, doing bond service to the Lord (Rome 
12: 11, Moule’s Translation), 
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.who have come along the way. 
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‘ The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Heaven's Specification for a — 
The child grew, and waxed strong, fille 
with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him (v. 40). 1 am on my way 
home from Atlantic City, where our 
folks are spending a part of the summer 
with the children. 1 come up to 
with-my classes and school on Sun- 
day. I am to teach the lesson where 
Solomon makes his choice of wisdom. 
I am going to ask the men and women 
(both classes have been united for the 
month) if they had a boy and God 
should say, “I will make him whatever 
kind of a fellow you want,” — what 
would you ask? Well, here in this les- 
son you have the answer. To grow. 
Like the lilies. “Behold the lilies, how they 
grow. Just spread themselves in God’s 
sunshine and stand for beauty and joy. 
Spirited. Like a Kentucky horse. Good 
red blood dancing in every vein. Alert. 
Awake. Seeing things along the road. 
Needing no whip, but answering to a 
word, a touch, or a whistle. “She only 
touched the hem of his garment.” Wise. 
Asks the advice of father and mother, 
Listens 
to the counsel of sages stored up in good 
books. Good. age i | high thoughts. 
Finding his Father in Heaven in field 
and sky, in birds and flowers, in moun- 
tain and sea, and the grace of God 
in, his fellow-men because he has the 

race of God upon himself through his 
ife in Christ Jesus... Isn’t this what 
every decent parent wants for his boy? 
This is the specification under which 
Jesus of Nazareth was built. He went 
about doing good. So will your boy if 
the specificatién is followed. Yes, it 
takes great pains. 
big hotel to .cost millions at Atlantic 
City. You just ought to see the pains 


they are taking with the foundations. It @} 


is a day and night job, and the engineers 
are watching it like—wefl, like you 
ought to watch the foundations of that 
boy (Matt. 7:24). (1) 


Father and Son.—W ist ye not that J 
must be about my Father's business? 
(v. 49, A. V.).. When a child is brought 
up along. the lines of the previous 
paragraph you are pretty sure to find 
him about his father’s business. Try 
it out on your doctor, your lawyer, your 
minister. Up at Grandirvine Manor, the 
Griers, father and son, were ministers 
for eighty-one years. As for the world 
of trade and manufacture, “the old re- 
liable house” is usually found to be in 
the family for years. The Cranes at 
Dalton, Mass., who make the paper your 
greenbacks are printed on. The Mc- 
Cormicks, of Chicago, who make your 
mowing machines. The Duponts, who 
make your explosives. The Colgates, 
who make your soap. The Morgans, 
who do your banking. Hundreds more 
you can all name locally are father and 
son products along the line of verse 40. 
There can L- no continuing success other- 
wise. Simply because God has built 
and ordered his world upon this plan 
(Prov. 3:1-4). See those fellows out 
there golfing and batting the Sabbath 
day to smithereens, with a champagne 
dinner dance to wind up with? There 
will be no father and son continuance 
in those families. The Sabbath breakers’ 
father was not that sort. The financial 
and social boost came from a godly 
father. The next son will have no godly 
father to give him a start. 
wheel of fortune will make another turn 
shirt-sleeve wards. Look about you, and 


see if you don’t find almost every im- | 
portant man in bank, store, office, and | 


mill the son of a religious father and a 
pious mother. 


* 

The Mother Heart.—His mother kept 
all these sayings in her heart (v. 51). 
One of our steel men said to me yester- 
day, “I came home the other day rather 
unexpectedly and found mother upstairs 
in her room sitting by the Side of the 


bed. *She had spread out all over the | 


counterpane the contents of a_ special 
drawer in which she keeps her sacred 
things. She showed me a Sunday-school 
program, yellow with age, on which I 
saw that the Ridgways and myself had 
taken honors years ago when we were 





They are building a| 
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kids. Mother has all kinds of such 
things connected with us Smith kids.” 
What mother does not have this “spe- 
cial drawer” in which are first letters 
and ribbons and trinkets and pictures and 
curls and all sorts of baby personals? 
But the “special drawer” is not the holy 
of holies of motherhood. “His mother 
kept all these sayings IN HER HEART.” 
The mother heart is moré delicate than 
any flower that ever scattered pollen. I 
was looking over J. P. Mergan’s collec- 
tion of caskets. e has not one which 
for delicacy can compare with a wo- 
man’s heart. It was in such a precious 
jewel-box that Mary carried her boy. 
And if you are blessed in having a 
mother it is where she is carrying you. 
At the Metropolitan Art Gallery in New 
York they were taking’ great care with 
those priceless Morgan caskets. A po- 
liceman stood there. What care are 
you giving your mother’s heart? Many 
a man has deliberately broken it. How 
often have you nicked a piece off by a 
hasty word. Scratched it by a forget- 
fulness? Tarnished it by a lack of at- 
tention? That mother heart houses you. 
It is only something worse than a foo! 
who will not take care of the palace in 
which he lives. 


CoaTEsvitz, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the accéptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of -fron?f 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. Ther will be accepted 
ahead of longer- ones equally good. 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
iden’ Text: are spécially desired, and will 
stand a tter ch o pt * than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


For Whom is the Message ?—There 
Saviour. (v. 11). 
A mother took her little daughter to 
church, and listened while the minister 





preached a very earnest sermon against’ 


sin, trying to bring the subject home to 
the hearts of his hearers. The little girl 
listened with wide-open eyes, and sud- 
denly turning to her mother, in great 
distress, she whispered, “Mamma, he 





means us!” And unto us, to you, to me 
—is born a Saviour. It means us— 
From the Australian Teacher. Sent by 
Mrs, M. Watts, Streatham Hill, Lon- 
don, Eng. (1) 


The Bible’s Binding.—And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up... 
after the custom of the feast (v. 42). 
In one of his addresses Dr. ‘Campbell 
Morgan, after reminding his hearers of 
Ruskin’s words, “You cannot give your 
children the Bible bound in Morocco,” 
said, “Was Ruskin right? I have four 
boys and three are ordained and one is 
going to be, God willing, in about a 
year or two. How did they get their 
Bible? hey got it bound ardently 
and beautifully in mother, and they had 
it bound perhaps a ‘little more coarsely 
in yaaa by L. G. James, Toronto, 


-Can. (2) 


The Queen’s Question. — And when 
they found him not, they returned to 
Jerusalem, seeking for him (v. 45). 
Queen Victoria had visited one of the 
great provincial cities of England to 
perform an important public function. 
A large choir, composed of three or four 
thousand boys and girls, was gathered 
on a large platform erected for the oc- 
casion. The next morning, when the 
Queen got back to the palace, she at 
once sent a message to the mayor. of 
the city which she had visited. It had 
no reference to the civic formalities, but 


came straight from the great mother-’ 


heart of Victoria. This was her mes- 
sage: “The Queen wishes to know — 
did the children all get home safely?” 
Are the children safe? No more im- 
portant and- momentous question can be 
asked. Let every parent and pastor and 
teacher do everything possible toward 
answering it aright—Fron the Rev. 


Carey Bonner.” Sent ty Mrs. M. Watts,, 


Streatham Hill, London, Eng. (3) 


His Father’s Business.—How is it 
that ye sought me?. wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father's business? (v. 
49, A. V.).. The outstanding sentence in 
a recently published life of Roosevelt is 
one spoken by Mrs. Roosevelt when the 
last of her four boys had enlisted in the 
service of his. country. Mr. - Roosevelt 
was just a little daunted when the last 
and youngest left for the front; but 
Mrs. Roosevelt said to him, “You must 
not bring up your: boys like eagles, and 
expect them to act like sparrows.”— 
From “The. Eagle Life,’ by Dr: J. H. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Train up a child in the place 
he should go:and when he — 
is old, he will net depart from tt. 








A sight all too rare in our day 


‘ the hill that led to home. 





SEPTEMBEK +23, 1922 


Jowett. Sent by J. B. Dengis, Stratford, 
Ont., Can, 


Why Heaven and Earth Met. — 4nd 
he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth; and he was subject unto them 
(v. 51). One day a little lad wandered 
away to seek the place where heaven 
and earth meet. He could see it quite 
plainly from his mother’s cottage on the 
hill, and if he only walked far enough 
he knew he would come to it. But the 
way was vg J long, and always as he 
walked, the beautiful place seemed to 
get farther and farther away; until when 

came down into the low, wooded 
valley he could not see it at all. He was 
obliged to stop and ask a hg woman, 
at her cottage, where the place could be 
found, he was so tired he could go no 
farther. She made him sit down and 
gave him ‘some bread and warm milk, 
and then she led him out, up the hill, 
and pointed to a little cottage in the 


distance. “You'll find it there, sonny,” 
she said. “Only look sharp, it will soon 
be dark.” The boy kept the place where 


heaven and earth met well in view, and 
by and by he found himself mountin 

“Why,” said 
he, as his mother’s covtage came in sight, 
and mother stood at the door waving 
him greeting. “Why, after all, it is my 
own mother’s cottage!”—From the Sun- 
day Circle. Sent by W..R. Clark, Belper, 
Eng. Prize illustration. (4) 


Have We Outgrown It?—Jesus ad- 
vanced in wisdom and stature, and in 
avor with God and men (Golden Text). 
t was Johnny, the seven-year-old, who 
tired of the merry-go-round. The pre- 
vious summer it had fascinated him, and 
he could not ride on it too often. This 
season a single trip had satisfied him, 
and he declined another. “No, thank 
you, grandfather,” he said, “you see, we 
ride and ride, but we stay under that 
old tent all the time. I guess when any 
one gets.to be seven years old they’re 
too big ‘to.care abotit going. and going 
that doesn’t .gét anywhere.’—From the 
Sunday Circle,” Sent by J. A. Clark, El- 
aud, Yorks, Eng. iets 
ye 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Away in a manger.” 
“Around the Throne of God in Heaven.” 
“Once in royal David’s city.” 
“We sifig a loving. Jesus.” , 
“I think whén I ‘read that sweet story of old.” 
“One day!” : 4 
“Hallelujah! ’Tis done.” 
“Fastén your eyes upon Jesus.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 

rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other ports of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

Psalm 34 : 1-22 (79 : 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 1-22 (213 : 1-4). 

Psalm 95: 111 (190 : 1-4). 

Psalm 23:1-5 (46: 1-3). 

Psalm 113 : 1-9 (225 : 1-3). 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that our Lord Jesus knew 
the experiences of childhood. We thank 
thee that he understands every child. We 
thank thee for his example as a boy; and 
we pray thee that we may not forget how 
wonderful he is in giving the childhood of 
to-day such joy and blessing when there 
is obedience to him, whether we are younger 
or older. May we keep learning and growing 
in all that belongs to the Christian life. 
May we be obedient to others who are in 
authority over us, and busy with that which 
would be pleasing to the Lord Jesus. In 
his dear name we pray, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A good many of 
us like to have our own way, whether 
we are ten years old, or fifty. Apart 
from God our way is the worst possible 
choice we could make. Why, sometimes 
some of us even find it hard when we 
are young to take advice or direction 
from those who love us most! How 
foolish we are;in this! If any boy 
in the world ever knew how to live in 
greater faithfulness to God than any 
other boy, it must have been the boy 
Jesus. But did you notice that he was 
subject unto his parents? He did not 
try to go on, as a good many boys do, 
with the idea that his parents knew less 
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Lesson for October 8 
Luke 2 


than he did; he was obedient. How 
many of us are gladly and steadily obe- 
dient to those whom God set over 
us? No, you needn’t raise your hand! 
Just think about it; and let each boy 
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here ask himself this: “If I had been 
living in Nazareth where ro lived, 
would I have been the kind of boy he 
would have chosen for a special friend?” 
That is a fair question, isn’t it? 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





_ Born: A_daviour / 


° : ‘ 

MV 20, ¥. 

Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 
It is significant that the first and only 
amnouncement of the birth of Jesus made 
by the heavenly hosts should have been 
given to “shepherds abiding in the field, 


keeping watch over their flock by night.” 
Jetts find it profitable to deal with this 


_ Phase of the lesson. 


The common herdsmen were given the dis- 
tinction of receiving this exclusive celestial 
proclamation, To the shepherds came the 
announcement of the long ‘expected Master 
Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, who would 
lay down his life for the sheep. 

And this priceless privilege came to them 
while “abiding in the field.” They were on 
duty. They were with their sheep. 

They were “keeping watch.” They were 
not asleep, but alert, ready; little expecting 
what did come, but prepared for what might 
come. 

And it was “by night.” —Self-forgetful 
shepherds, not comfortably tucked in at 
home, but out on the field in the interest 
of sheep that would find early and convenient 
pasturage next morning in the cool, through 
the shepherds’ self-forgetfulness. 

A dark night in the wilderness where tlrere 
were sheep to tend was broken by effulgent 
glory and the music of heaven. 

And what was the result? They found 
Jesus, and “returned glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and 
seen,” — all the things — for there were many 
wonderful experiences crowded into that one 
night for the shepherds. 

So will it ever be. Every one is a shep- 
herd in so far as he will forget self and 
accept the task. It is to these the heavenly 
vision comes, with all the accompanying 
joyous experiences which set the heart ring- 
ing with the praises of God. 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
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THE BOY JESUS 


; OBEDIENT 
WISE 
BELOVED 
GROWING 


AM I? 














For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner; 


OTE—To-day’s lesson should be 

prepared in relation to what has Bee 
ceded and what follows. Only three 
weeks ago the lesson presented “The 
Message of Malachi,” with the Primary 
topic, “God’s Promise of the Saviour’s 
Coming,” with story material from Luke 
2: 25-30, describing the joy of old Sim- 
eon and Anna to welcome the Christ- 
child in the temple at Jerusalem. The 
memory verse was, He loved us, and 
sent his Son. 

Luke 2: 1-20 will be suggested for the 
Christmas lesson, The Gift of the Baby 
Jesus, with the same memory verse. It 
seems wiser to use the remaining mate- 
rial, Luke 2: 40-52 for to-day, preced- 
ing it by the angel Gabriel’s promise 
to Mary, briefly mentioning its fulfil- 
ment, 

To-day’s memory. verse seems incom- 
plete unless the last clause of Luke 2: 
40 is included. That entire verse from 
the American Revision seems to be a 


| definition of the ideal child: 


‘ The child. grew and waxed strong 
(physically). 
Filled with ‘wisdom (mentally). | 
And the grace of God was upon him 
(spiritually), 


The right motive power is needed for 
a strong . oan with a trained mind. Only 
the grace of God can furnish this. It 
is needed by every child. 

Review—Sometimes God sent his mes- 
sages by prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel, whose stories we 
told not long ago. Sometimes God sent 
messages by his angel. Last Sunday 
we talked about the megsage which the 
angel Gabriel carried to Zacharias, the 
faithful priest, who offered incense in 
God’s temple in Jerusalem. What did 
the angel say? What was the sign that 
his promise- would come true? How 
happy Zacharias and Elisabeth were in 
sharing their secret! What did they 
name their baby boy? They remem- 
bered God’s promises that he should be 
great and prepare the way for the Mes- 
siah. 

Lesson Teaching.—God’s promises are 
sure (same as last lesson). 

Introductory Story (selections from 
Luke 1: 26-56). Elisabeth, who was old, 
and who lived in the hill country of the 
south, had a cousin, Mary, who was 
young, and who lived in the hill country of 
the north, at Nazareth. About six months 
after God had sent his angel Gabriel 
with a message for Zacharias, God sent 
the same angel on almost the same er- 
rand to talk to Mary. 

The Bible does not tell us where Mary 


was when Gabriel talked to her. Per- 
haps she was praying, or it may have 
been evening when she was looking 


toward God’s heaven with its wonder- 
ful stars. Of course Mary was greatly 
surprised when Gabriel said, The Lord 
is. with thee; blessed art thou among 
women. 

Like Zacharias, Mary felt troubled, but 
Gabriel said, Fear not, Mary, you have 
found favor with God; he has chosén 
you to have a son, and you shall call 
his name, Jesus; he shall be great and 
of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

Mary wanted to share her secret with 
some one, so she decided to visit her 
cousin, Elisabeth, in the hill country of 





the south. They talked to each other 
about the angel Gabriel’s messages and 
God’s promises to them, and they shared 
each other’s secrets. They-believed that 
God’s promises are sure, and they praised 
him with wonderful songs of ¢thanks- 
giving. y 

Mary stayed with Elisabeth for three 
months, then went home to Nazareth, 
where she heard before. long that 
God’s promise to Zacharias and Elisabeth 
had come true, and that baby John was 
their little son. God’s promise to Mary 
was just as sure. When her baby boy 
was born, she named him Jesus. The 
two babies were cousins, but John was 
six months older than Jesus. 

They grew in much the same way. 
The Bible says that-John grew and 
waxed strong in spirit and that he 
loved to roam in the deserts as he grew 
older (Luke 1:80). The child Jesus 
grew and waxed strong, filled with 
wisdom, and the grace of God was 
upon him. That is the way God 
wants every child to grow (Luke 2: 40). 

Lesson Story—As Jesus grew older 
he thought about a promise which Mary 
and Joseph had made to him that when 
he was twelve they would take him to 

erusalem to visit God’s temple there. 

hey kept their promise. The story is 
plainly told in Luke 2: 41-52, so it need 
not be reproduced in the outline. No- 
tice that it closes with the definition of 
the ideal youth, which is the basis of 
the fourfold life; Jesus advanced in ~ 


Wisdom fmrentaliy- 
Stature (physically). 
Favor with God (religiously). 
Favor with men (socially). 


PeortA, IL. 
is 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Glimpses, into the childhood of 
Jesus. 

2. The last look at him before his 
eighteen silent years. 

3. The revelation of you, in a single 
glimpse — what do others see? 











ESERVING the study of the birth of 

our Lord for his coming birthday, 
we shall study now his childhood — the 
stories about him that his mother must 
have told to “the beloved physician,” 
Luke, after she was an old woman, about 
her Son when he was just her own won- 
derful little boy, in the way that mothers 





of every race and time have loved since 
time began. Who else could have known 
such details as Luke was able to record | 
except the mother of the Boy — unless | 
Joseph had lived to do so, as we are} 
almost sure that he did not? (1) 

Luke almost tells us that Mary was | 
his “eyewitness” for these exquisite lit- | 
tle glimpses into the childhood of our | 
Saviour, for he says explicitly twice that | 





Some Helpful 
Sunday School Times Books 


For Boys and Girls 


Boy-Talks, Howard, $1.50. 

The Little. Jetts Telling Bible Stories, 
Smith, $1.25. 

A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem, Slosson, 
75 cents. 

The Out-of-Doors Club, Scoville, $1.50. 

Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney, 
Mcllvaine, $1.25. 

White Christopher, Slosson, 75 cents. 

Pearl's Secret, Mrs. Howard Taylor, 75 


cents. 
For Parents and Teackers 


Father and Son, Howard, $1. 

Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls, 
Lewis, 90 cents. 

Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Chil- 
dren, Faris, 90 cents. 


Alll of these may be obtained from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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it was Mary, the mother, who “kept all 
these sayings in her heart” (2:19, 51), 
and doubtless it was she who thought it 
worth while telling them to the biog- 
rapher of her divine Son. How grate- 
ful we are that God so guided Luke 
that we now have such a vivid picture 
of the Boy who became the Man, Christ 
Jesus! (2) 


2. In his beautiful tribute to his sweet 
old mother, Sir James M. Barrie says, 
of her influence over his childhood, that 
“nothing matters very much that hap- 
pens after one is twelve years old,” as 
far as character-making is concerned. 
Evidently both Luke and Mary agree 
with him, for that last look they give 
us of that Boy is at twelve. We know 
of his earlier years wd that “the child 
grew, waxed strong, filled with wisdom, 
and the grace of God was upon him”— 
a aed somnty of a rounded, normally-de- 
veloped boy, the oldest son of the sweet- 
est mother in the world, in a Galilean 
workman’s simple village home. 

Now try to imagine this mother, grown 
old in the service of her Son and Sav- 
iour, talking with the kindly, tactful 
Greek physician, of whose: devotion to 
her Son she had had abundant evidence, 
as he asks for what she remembers of 
his childhood — things that would throw 
light on his future mission. Luke must 
have found Mary in the home of John, 
you remember, to whose care that Son 
had entrusted her, in the very hour of 
his death. (3) 

The old home in Nazareth had long 
ago been broken up, but it lived vividly 
in the memory of her who had loved 
and worked and suffered there, and well 
she remembered every detail about her 
Boy’s first journey away from it to the 
great city and temple. From that time 
she knew that the Boy understood what 
she had been so carefully teaching him 
about his holy birth, from that journey 
she had begun to feel the sharpness of 
that “sword that must pierce through 
her own soul” in the suffering of her 
Son and his separation from her and his 
home. Her work with him was nearly 
done, for then he openly accepted his 
Father’s plan for his life, and set about 
his Father’s business. (4) 

Yet what a happy mother she must 
have been, when, after such an experi- 
ence, she could tell Luke that “the Boy 
came down to Nazareth with us and 
was subject unto us, just as he had ever 
been,”— the loyal and obedient Son of 
his mother even as he was of his 
Heavenly Father. Of course that Boy 
continued to grow “in wisdom and stat- 
“ay and in favor with God and men.” 

) 

Do you wonder at what he was at 
thirty after seeing him at twelve — manly 
and brave, eager for knowledge and 
truth, courteous in getting it, keen in 
valuing first things first, frankly con- 


| fessing his faith in his Father and his 


acceptance of his Father’s mission, and 
with it all as obedient as any and every 
child ought to be to his earthly par- 
ents? (6) 


3. The day was hot, the railway coach 
was all “mussy” with people and bag- 
gage in careless disarray, and the three 


| little squirmers in the crumbiest seat 


of all were the very “mussiest” in the 
whole car. She was young and pretty 


| and dainty, and had a “grand” book to 
| read, and need not even have seen the 
| tired mother of the squirmers — but she 
| did, and she smiled across at the seven- 


year-old girl so winsomely that she for- 


| got to fret over brother’s teasing, until 
; the paper-doll that he had hidden had 


been replaced by another, found and cut 
from a magazine, with a take-off-and- 
put-on dress besides! 

And then brother forgot to tease any 
more while he listened to the merry 
story she told; and after that all three 
were willing to go with their fascinat- 
ing new friend and get ‘washed up, be- 
fore they all four played a game that 
brought them to their journey’s end, and 
gave that mother a picture of womanly 
girlhood to treasure for her own little 
daughter. Don’t you think every pas- 
senger on that car knew that girl pretty 
well? 

“She was so perfectly lovely with her 
little brother and sisters —they couldn’t 


(Continued on the next page) 
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REAL BIBLE STUDY 


with the help of a noted Bible teacher 


Many have been blessed through the teachings of the great Bible teacher, Lewis Sperry 

Chafer. What a privilege it would be to have him visit your own home and explain the things 

that have pezzled and confused you. You cam have almost that by securing the books 

wherein are contained his thoroughly Scriptural and spiritual teachings. No volumes are 
more worthy to be adjed to your growing library of good books. 


Your Class of Girls 
(Continued from the preceding page) 
love her as they do were she not so lovely 
herself,” said a boy of his sweetheart, 
whom he had been loving steadily 
through four long years of college. “I 
was only there on a little visit, but I 
saw enough to remember always —I 

think I can trust her.” 


Home Study 
Read Luke’s whole second chapter, 
trying to put yourself in Mary’s place. 
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Jesus knows every boy’s heart. 
Popular, or right, or both?. 
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True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by Prayer | |i: 


chapter sy false forces on» ip ernnciion (a ( Saget i Men Methods, and Messages) is very suggestive. Tee aa 
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should grow up as a very regular boy. 
Our own boys must realize that their 
Master understands every human life 
ee oblem by his own actual experience. 

e may thank the Lesson Committee 
for giving us this opportunity to show 
them Christ’s: understanding knowledge 
of the needs of all. humankind, and his 
power to satisfy all those needs is based 
among other things upon his own actual 
experiences’ in the world, beginning With 
his boyhood. 

Your opening prayer in class may 
well express this as the key-thought of 
| your teaching, followed bya question 
| Such as, “In what ways do you imagine 
|-Jesus was like the other boys in Naz- 
areth, and in what ways different?” 

Encourage the boys to build up, in im- 
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$S per set, postpaid 





To own a complete set of these books and to keep them in circulation - 
will prove a commendable and profitable ministry 











Have you ordered your copy of 
MR. CHAFER’S NEW BOOK? 


GRACE 


An unfolding of the greatest discovery God can give a human heart 





agination, the sort of character they think |- 


Jesus must haye had, and’ that they 
themselves would like to, have in 1922. 
We know, of course,’ that in some rée- 
spects Jesus must havé been different 
from other boys; did that difference 
show in ways that boys in 1922 could 
imitate with profit?) See what your class 
think. 

Would it make a boy to-day more 
popular and influential among the other 


What does Christianity mean to you? Simply an ethical system or rule of conduct? This 
book will startle you — it will show you a life more aboundingly joyous than you may ever have 
conceived possible on this earth. 


Do you realize that Grace is the very heart of Christianity—and i is now almost unrecognized as 
such, even by Christians? In this careful study the amazing, glorious truth is unfolded, and the fun- 
damental distinctions between law and grace (with practical applications to every-day life, re 
im ‘ony vee analysis of the Sabbath question) are clearly and simply stated under three heads: 





That Saves, Grace That Keeps, Grace That Teaches. 


Of great value to every Christian, and especially important for soul-winners. A complete 
answer to every form of Modernism, Legali ism, and Seventh- Dayism. $1.50. » Postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, PHILADELPHIA 
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fellows, or less so, to live the sort of 
life you think Jesus must have lived? 
Why? This brings up again ep — 
tion of “being with the crowd,” “be- 
ing right for right’s sake.” Not I 
boys will deliberately choose to seem! 
“queer,” yet no earnest-minded Chris- 
tian fellow will sacrifice principle for 
the sake of temporary leadership (for 
of course no popularity bought at such 
price can be lasting, anyhow). 

- Remind the class of the recent studies 








These great hymns still live. 


Do you know their story ? 
HOLD THE FORT had its origin in a message 





wig waged from mountain to mountain during of Daniel Elijah Elisha and Nehe- 
— —_______—— the Civil War. ap d th 4 lik ° h d 
ONE SWEETLY SOLEMN THOUGHT re | ™4h,° and others, like Joseph an 


Moses, who put God first and “came out 


formed a veteran gambier tn far-off China, A 1 me 
ahead” through obedience to principle. 


And do you know the story back of 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- these hymns The decision of the class will certainly 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- Biowt Be the the Time of Storm be on the side of faithfulness to princi- 


ple, as it should be. 
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My Country ’Tis of Thee “yes,” but you can spend some interest. 
The Ninety and Nine ing minutes with the class in talking) 


MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF | about hy what the one has.to do with 
THE GOSPEL HYMNS the other. 
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Will tell you all about them, and. ab Imost 
ewe handed other thes pawn fn Tae ime | way how solidly the God-filled human | 
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evangelistic powers of their generation. ciples is the surest thing a boy can do 
420 POgEe WP 98 epee famous to exercise real influence over those he 
ee ee meets, and to achieve lasting: success in 
the life-work he selects. Best of all, 


* TWO DOLLARS 
‘HE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES COMPANY 
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to3r Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Blessed Assurance 


able in advance, for either old or new | eet py Sed 


subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a 


package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional i is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
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to one address, $2 each per year. guiry concerning anything advertised in| . lf time permits, your boys may en-| 

joy talking over other questions like the | 
| this paper, vou will oblige the publishers, | tollowiie the answers to which will de- | 
| as well as the advertiser, by stating that| velop readily as the class discuss them: 
What kind of things does. a boy to-day 
need to do, in order to “be about his 
Father’s business”? What definite things 


Enough copies of any one issue of the | 
parge to enable all the teachers of a 
scuool to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
431 Walnut Street, 
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you saw the advertisement in The .Sun- 


Publishers, : 
Philadelphia, Pa. | day School Times. 
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should one do in boyhood,’ so’ as to as- 
sure a strong, useful manhood? What 
particular lesson does verse 5 teach about 
a boy’s being obedient to his parents, 
even after he grows up? 


. For Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned in advanée for home- 
wor, 
What do you think the most worth- 
while thing in the world? 
Hupson, Onto. 








| The Victorious Life | 








Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ engagements 

Philadelphia, Tioga Presbyterian Church, 
October 1-6. ‘ 

’ Philadelphia, National Bible Institute, 
1418 North. Sixteenth Street, October 9-13, 
16-20. 

Pittsburgh, care of E. J. Pace, D.D., 521 
Orchard Avenue, Bellevue, Pa., October 21, 
22. 

Spray, N. C., care of the Rev. W. J. Gor- 
don, October 29 to November 3. 

Richmond, Va., care of J. J. Gravatt, 
D.D., 814 West Grace Street, November 


5-17. 

Norfolk, Va., St. Andrew’s Church, care 
of the Rev. M. B. Marshall, 104 Graydon 
Avenue, November 19-24. 

Portsmouth, Va., Trinity Church, care 
of the Rev. C. H. Holmedd, November 26- 
December 1. 

b- 


Why Observe “ Watch Night”? 


6 7 ATCH Night,” the last night of 

the old year, is so called be- 
cause of the time- honored custom of 
“watching and praying” the old year 
out and the new year in. It is not too 
early to begin planning for it now. Some 
= the reasons for observing it are given 
elow. 


1. Because the “assembling of our- 
selves together” i is Scriptural, and to for- 
sake this “assembling” is unscriptural. 
See Hebréws 10:25 and Malachi 3: 16. 

2. Because it is the one night in,the 
year, more probably than any other night, 
when God’s people of every name and 
church and land gather simultaneously 
in their respective places of worship for 
prayer. 

3. Because in all the history of the 
Church the need of prayer for spiritual 
awakening has never been greater than 
now. Not only evangelical leaders, but 
thoughtful laymen and far-seeing politi- 
cal leaders, are becoming more and more 


| alarmed at the present godless trend. 


A committee of the American Bar As- 
sociation declared recently that “crime 
in the United States has reached appall- 
ing proportions, and unless checked soon 
will carry the nation to anarchy.” 

Premier Lloyd George, of England, 
addressing a gathering of Non-Conform- 
ist ministers a few weeks ago, made 
through them an impassioned appeal to 
the churches of Great Britain and Amer- 
ica. “If another general war comes,’ 
said he, “I speak advisedly, civilization 
is doomed, a 


4. Because infidelity of both doctrine 


| and practise has invaded and is .invad- 


ing our pulpits and churches to an alarm- 
ing extent. 

A widely-traveled editor of Great 
Britain declares that “at least seventy- 


| five percent of the pastors of England 


| are unsound in doctrine.” What pro- 
portion of American pastors, think you, 
have departed from the faith? 

5. Because Protestantism itself is at 
stake. 

On a certain Sunday in July a relig- 
ious census was taken of the church-go-. 
ing population of a certain city of 24,000 
in the Middle West. Result: Total at- 
tendance, in one Roman Catholic church, 

2,484; in nineteen Protestant churches, 
| 4.742. 

6. Because the entire Church of Jesus 
Christ needs a revival, and it will come 


| when God’s people unitedly ask for it. 


“If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 











Lesson for October § 
Luke 2 


their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
= will heal their land” (2 Chron. 7: 
14). 

. 7. Because every evangelical reader of 
these lines bears an unshiftable personal 
responsibility to God, to his family, to 
his church, and to the world at large, 
to do all in his power, not only on Watch 
Night and not only during the Week of 
Prayer, but in season and out of season, 
by prayer, by life, and by exhortation, 
to point to “the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world”; re- 
miembering that for each second every 
unsaved man lives in time,he will live 
millions of years in eternity, _ 

PRAY FOR REVIVAL! 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





October 15. True Patriotism: 

October 22. Reverence and Worship. Psa. 
III : I-10, ' 

October 29. A Saloonless World, and How to 
Get It. Eph. 6: 10-18. . 

November 5. Better Thinking. Phil. 4: 4-8. 
(Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, October 8 


The Folly of Procrastination 
(Eccl. 9 : 10) 


Mon.—The Virgins (Matt. 25 :1-13). Gaebe- 
lein says, “The trouble with the foolish 
virgins is they do not want to come to 
him to buy of him, but rather go on in 
their own natural, foolish way.”” Why post- 
pone meeting the living Saviour? 

Tues.—Some Other Day (Acts 24 : 22-27). “Do 
you think this is the end of the world?” 
tremblingly inquired a woman during a 
brilliant display of the Aurora Borealis. 
“Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus,” ra- 
diantly whispered the other. Poor “some 
other day” folks! 

Wed.—“This Night” (Luke 12: 13-21). “This 
night” is inevitably coming for every one 
who -is out of Christ; but to those. who 
love. him it will be “this morning,” the 
dawning of a glorious eternity. 

Thurs.—Delay Hardens the Heart (Heb. 3: 
7-19). A. patient in a charity hospital, 
whose every word revealed a vile heart, 
went to the operating table with no prayer 
for cleansing, only the desire to continue 
in sin. “He that is filthy, let him be filthy 
still” is God’s awful penalty for hard- 
heartedness. 

Fri.—Vain Excuses (Luke 14: 18-20). We 
hear so much of the love of God to-day 
that we are apt to forget aboyt his wrath, 
“Some day your heart will be asking, 
‘What will.he do with me?’” 

Sat.—The Golden “Now” (Luke 9 : 57-62). 
“Oh, haste! a shelter you may gain, 
.A covert from the wind and ‘rain, 

A hiding place, a rest, a home, 
A refuge from the wrath to come: 
Haste, traveler, haste!’’. 


HILE sitting in his office direct- 

ing the course of several trains, a 
dispatcher thought, “What if these en- 
ineers tried to run without orders?” 
aS he pictured to himself the disaster 
which must follow such a venture an 
inner voice accused, “You are just as 
foolishly trying to run your own life.” 
He got down upon his knees, found 
the great Life-Dispatcher, and commit- 
ted himself to Him for the remainder of 
his journey. Strange that so many have 
been instantly swept into a black eter- 
nity because they have “put off” coming 
to the Saviour of men. Why do people 
expect to be coaxed to accept a won- 
drous salvation instead of running to 
some one with the question, “What must 
I do to be saved”? , 





What It Is! 
and Does. Isa. 1 : 16-20. (Citizenship Day.) | 





The days of youth are easily frittered 


. away, and all too often when a great 
opportunity comes it catches the drifter 


unprepared, and leaves with him a life-| 


long disappointment. “Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 
If your work is done with the remem- 
brance of the fact, “Ye serve the Lord 
Christ,” it will not only be well done, 
but in the doing of it the Master will 
prepare the servant for a better task. 

The story is told of a young woman 
engaged to be married, whose mother 
kept postponing the wedding for one ex- 
cuse or another, until the daughter feared 
her fiancé in a distant city would think 
she was not very eager for his compan- 
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ionship. After considerable heartache 
she succeeded in fixing the date for the 
happy event. Procrastination not only 
means constant danger of the eternal 
loss of the soul, but it means the miss- 
ing hour by hour of the fellowship of 
the glorious Bridegroom and the joy of 
his love and presence. 
“What will you do without Him 
When He hath shut the door, 
And you are left outside because 
You would not come before?” 


What are the dangers of procrastin- 
ation?7—A ship-master came alongside a 
crippled steamer, offering to take off her 
passengers, “ by me till morning,” 
replied the captain of the disabled craft. 


An hour and a half later the vessel sank | 


with her precious human freight. But 
for the delay all might have been saved. | 
How can we develop habits of prompt 
action?—Begin the day with God, and 
he will direct you from one task to the 
next. 
How does procrastination affect char- 


acter?—The busiest man is_ usually 
chosen for the extra work. By doing 
his duty promptly he develops his own 


efficiency. The same clear thought ap- 
plied to his spiritual needs will lead 
him to let the only character-builder, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, come in and make 
him well rounded and complete in the 
Beloved. 


Sacinaw, Mic. 





Children at Home 








Arnold’s Chain 
By Zella McDill 


ye ee WEBB belonged to_his 
Uncle Jack’s Sunday-school class. 
He liked this when Uncle Jack gave a 
class party, for he usually stayed after 
the rest went home to. get some more 
ice-cream and cake. He didn’t like it, 
however, when. Uncle Jack thought. he 

to be .an. example to the other 
boys by always being on time and be- 
ing willing to take the lead in doing 
things. One day-in particular, he wished 
tnat he couid have some one else for 
a teacher. -It was the day Uncle Jack 
called him up in front of the class. Then 
he took a small chain and by adding one 
link after another, soon had .a_ chain 
Icng enough to bind Arneld’s wrists 
tegether. Then Uncle Jack said, “Let 
Arnold or any other boy do something 
wrong, then tell a lie to cover it up 
and the danger is he keeps adding one 
sin to another until he has made a chain 
which holds him fast.” 

It made Arnold feel queer to think 
about this chain of sins. He tried to 
forget it and think about the little bank 
which stood on the mantel at home and 
of the money that was in it, for he was 
saving it to buy a pair of roller skates. 

One morning as Arnold was getting 
ready for school, he heard Uncle Jack 
calling from downstairs. 

“I haven’t much time,” said he, as 
Arnold hastened down, “for I must catch 
the next train. I am to be gone a few 
days, speaking in different places, es- 
pecially to the school. children, about the 
starving people across the seas. I was 
wondering if you wouldn’t like to give 
some of your bank money to help out.” 

But Arnold thought of those skates 
and shook his head. He was glad his 
mother had gone on an errand, for she 
might have insisted that he give some 
of his money. He was glad, too, that 
he had to rush off to school, for he 
didn’t like the disappointed look that 
came into Uncle-Jack’s face. 





The next day when Arnold went to 
drop a penny into the bank, he found | 
the bank was not in its. usual place. He! 
called his mother, and although they 
both hunted, they: could not find it. 

“IT bet I know where it went to,” ex- | 
claimed Arnold, after they had tele-| 
phoned to Father Webb and he knew! 
nothing about it, “Fred Green was here 
for the-washing and he slipped it out, 
and I’ll just tell him so, too.” 

“Now -do be careful,” said Mrs. 
Webb, “you ought to be sure before 
you say anything.” 








Mary Morrill and General Feng 





HE absorbingly iebecoeting 
the ‘‘ Chinese Christian F 
of August 12, 


School Times.” Mary 


story of the conversion of General Feng, 
hter,” was told in ‘* The Literary Digest” 
quoting in part ‘The Christian Advocate” and ‘‘ The Sunday 

. orrill was an American missionary who in 1900 


was beheaded by the Boxers; and Ferg, at that time a young Chinese 


cadet, was one of the witnesses. 


the martyrdom of Stephen. 


The impression must have been similar 
to that which doubtless was niade upon 


aul when the latter witnessed 


‘Feng heard the woman missionary plead for the lives 
of the missionaries and of the Chinese Christians. When 
that plea was of no avail, he heard her beg that they 
might slay her and spare the others. He saw her on the 
way to the place of execution, speaking quietly to some 
of the people who watched the procession, and giving 
silver from her purse to a poor creature in the crowd. He 
saw the fortitude with which she met her death. The 
sacrificial love which stood there revealed made an un- 
forgettable impression on him.” 


It was Mary Morrill’s martyrdom, together with other deeply impres- 
sive incidents, which finally resulted in Feng's conversion in 1911, and 


durin 


the eleven years’that have since elapsed General Fen 
robably been the most mightily used Christian in China. 


has 
Not only has 


is own brigade, numbering not far from ten thousand men, been led in 
large part to Christ, but thousands of others have been pointed to the 
Lamb of God, and in addition many needed reforms have been success- 


fully instituted. 


When Mary Morrill went to China, she went with the spirit of revival 


in her heart. That spirit of revival was communicated to 


eng, and later 


a Feng to thousands of other Chinese. And now the story is being 


told t 
God, flamin 


evangelists and revived pastors and missionaries. 


roughout America and all the world, and out of it will come, under 


Think 


what it would mean for God if EVERY ong of the 200,000 pastors and 
missionaries and evangelists of the world were as imbued with the spirit 
of revival as was Mary Morrill and as is today General Feng. Multi- 
tudes will be if you who read these lines PRAY PERSISTENTLY AND BELIEV- 


INGLY AND PREVAILINGLY—if you 


PRAY FOR REVIVAL 


But Arnold was too angry to wait, 
and that very afternoon accused Fred. 
Fred‘at once denied any knowledge of 
the bank.. Still Arnold was not satisfied 
and decided to find out for himself. He 
had been to the little two-roomed house 
where Fred lived, and he knew Fred kept 
his toys in a box in the front room. He 
decided that on the next Saturday he 
would hide in some bushes that grew 
near Fred’s house and watch until Fred 
would be in the kitchen helping his 
mother wash, or perhaps eating his din- 
ner, then he would slip into the front 
room to see if he could find his bank. 
Arnold was so angry that he did not 
stop to think that he might be seen. He 
did feel a little afraid Fred’s father 
might be around, for he was a gruff 
sort of man, whom the boys feared, 
but just the day before he had seen him 
start away On the train. Arnold knew that 
he usually worked just long enough to 
get money to take him to a larger town, 
where he would stay until he and some 
of his friends would spend it all in hav- 
ing what they called a good time. 

As soon as Arnold had eaten his din- 
ner on Saturday he slipped away to the 
Green home, and was soon hiding be- 
hind the bushes.. As he watched, he saw 
Mrs. Green put a few old dishes on the 
table, then a can of molasses. Then 
she took some corn bread from the’ oven 
and called Fred to dinner. 

“Just bread and molasses,” thought 
Arnold. 

Then he glariced up the little side alley, 
and whom did he see coming but Fred’s 
father, 

Now after seeing Fred’s poor dinner, 
after his own of mashed potatoes, beef- 
steak and gravy, lemon custard pie, and 
other good things, Arnold wasn’t quite 
so sure that he wanted to hunt for the 
bank. But he was sure that he did not 
— cross-looking Mr. Green to see 

im. 

Near-by stood a low apple tree, which 
was thick with leaves and easy to climb. 
In a jiffy Arnold was up on a leafy limb, 
watching Mr. Green go into the house. 

Just then Sport, Fred’s old dog, came 
around the house and spied Arnold. The 











dog began barking so loudly that Fred 


came out to see what he had treed, 


“Well, what are you doing up there, 
Arnold Webb?” demanded Fred. 

“Why, I—I was coming over to see 
you and was afraid of your dog,” an- 
swered Arnold, although the lie almost 
choked him. 

“The idea, you know very well you 
ain’t afraid of Sport,” sneered Fred. He 
was going to say more, but his mother 
called him in. She knew of the trouble 
between the boys, and as Mrs. Webb had 
given her work for a long time, she did 
not want to have trouble with the fam- 
ily. 

As Arnold climbed down and started 
home, he almost wished he had never 
heard of roller skates. 

When he got home there sat Uncle 
Jack, and in its usual place was his 

nk. 
“Why, where did you get my bank?” 
exclaimed Arnold. 

“I stopped the other morning,” an- 
swered Uncle Jack, “to see if you would 

ive your money to the relief fund. 

hen I was going to take the bank with 
the money in it to show the other ‘chil- 
dren what one boy had done. After 
you rushed off to school, I found I would 
miss my train if I waited for your 
mother, so I decided to take the bank to 
use in my talk to the children, even if 
I couldn’t tell what my nephew had 
done.” 

“You can have every cent of it,” ex- 
claimed Arnold. 

Then in a rather choked voice he told 
his mother and uncle a rathér mixed-up 
story of his getting mad and Fred’s 
getting mad, of Mr. Green’s coming 
home, and of Fred’s having nothing to 
eat but bread and molasses. 

“Never mind, Arnold,” said Uncle 
Jack, as he started home, “you made 
a long chain, but you have partly broken 
it now. You will break it all to pieces 
when you go over and make it all right 
with Fred.” 

“If you would take some of the dough- 
nuts I made this morning it might help 
some, too,” added Mrs. Webb. 
Mornine Sun, OuIo. 
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Write for Illustrated Booklets ” 


Raymond & Whitcomb Co. 





Alexander’s Hymns No.4 


The masterpiece of Mr, Alexan- 
upon which he was 


der’s career 
working at the time of his death, 


Songs for every church use, all 

J soundly evangelical. 256 pages— 
Sseen,, \ songs, many of them new. 
RE Manila, net 35c; $30 per hundred. 
Sew * Cloth, net soc ; $45 per hundred. 





This is an ideal 
Alexander Conference Hymnal poo for Sunday 
evenin lical tings, and Bible confer- 


ences. ‘Yeoniles net asc; $17.50 per hundred. Re- 
turnable copies to song committees on request, 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMP ANY 
Room 600, 29 So. LaSalle St., Chicago, Hl. 


STREET CAR MINISTRY . 


PREACHING THE GOSPEL T° ‘miiLJONS 


by means of Text Cards in street cars. It 
cost only 2c a day —$7.20 a year to sup- 
port one of these preachers. Every Chris- 
tian should have part inthis service. Full 
information and samples of Gospel litera- 
-} tute free, 


Street Car Ministry, 533 Chestnat St., Phila. 


























PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLBE.STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 


427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Il. 


—DHe Long— 
Church Pews 


“Best by Test” 
WRITE 


DE LONG FURNITURE Co. 


Dept.—S. 5. T. 
Witherspoon Building, Phila., Pa. 


BRONZE tases 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Pilates, etc. 
Globe Furniture Company, f2sracteton 
Individual Communion Cups 
Noiseless and Sanitary 


Convenient, 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


TGaticara Talcum| 
is F t and 
Very Healthful 
v, Bak fret of Catiensn Lahevatestes, Dapt. | 



























































For Family Worship 
Great GA. Sh-- ae League 





Following the Heme Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, iseued by the Intersiational 
Lesson Committee. 


- Why a Prayer List? 

1, Because {it cultivates the prayer life. 

2. It shows one his helplessness apart 
from God. 

3. It leads to a more careful study 
of and dependence upon the Word. 

.4 It makes one’s praying more defi- 
nite, 


5. It incites to regularity in praying. 
6. It develops perseverance in suppli- 
cation, 


7. It leads to definite results in soul- 
winning. A person cannot long go to 
God in behalf of an unsaved friend un- 
til he is constrained by the love of 
Christ to go to that friend for God. 


October 2 to 8 


Mon.—Luke 2: 1-7. The Birth of Jesus. 


There was room in the stable, but 
none. in the inn; and this has been al- 
ways the case. There is room in the 
lowly hearted for Jesus, but none in the 
lofty hearted. Christ’s highest earthly 
dwelling-place is a humble heart. (See 
Isaiah 57:15.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are on your daily prayer list. Pray 
for the pastor, the mimstering staff, and 
the official board of your church. Pray 
for the “lost sheep of the house of Is- 
rael.”. Pray for every Jewish mission. 


Tues.—Luke 2:6-20. The Shepherds’ Visit. 


The shepherds. were simple-hearted 
enough to believe the angel’s word. They 
did not say, “Let us go now and see 
whether this thing is come to pass,” but, 
“Let us go and see this thing which 1s 
come to pass.” The faith which is of 
God takes God at his word and is never 
disappointed. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray again for 
those on your daily prayer list. Pray 
for every member of your local church, 
especially for the sick in body or soul. 
Pray for all the churches of your de- 
nomination. Pray for a general spirit- 
val awakening. 

Wed.—Luke 2 : 25-39. 
The Child in the Temple. 

“It was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost,” not by human or natural discern- 
ment. There are many voices in the 
world to-day, but when the Holy Spirit 
truly speaks there is rest and assurance 
of heart. In his childhood Jesus was 
blessed ; in his manhood he blessed other 
children. 


Prayer SuccesTions: Ask for an all- 
day spirit of prayer. Pray by name for 
your church’s missionaries in home or 
foreign fields. Pray for your denomin- 
ational missionary interests. Pray for 
all true pastors and missionaries and 
evangelists. 


Thurs.—Luke 2 : 40-52. The Boyhood of Jesus. 


Jesus evidently was carefully “brought 
up” (4:16), for his parents not only 
attended the passover “every year” (2: 
41), but were regular attendants at the 
Synagogue (4:16), taking Jesus with 
them. What an example of parental 
control and filial love and -subjection! 
Are these things. true in your home? 


PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Ask for a deeper 
Spirit of prayer in your home and church. 
ray for your Sunday-school, and all 
its teachers and officers and scholars. 
Pray for the young people’s and chil- 
dren’s societies of your church, and for 
all young people’s movements at large. 
Fri.—1 Samuel 16 : 4-18. 
The Boyhood of David. 
Jesus was the eldest child, David the 
youngest, but both knew the Lord in 
their boyhood. The former a carpen- 
ter, the latter a shepherd, but both born 
to kingship. Upon both, “the Spirit of 
the Lord came.” A right foundation in 
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youth grows into a bulwark of strength 
in later years. 


Prayer Succestiens: Pray for every}. 


heme in your church, fer every parent 
and child, for the day-sehool in your 
community, for every instructor of the 
young, Pray by namie for the various 
departments and ausiliary societies in 
your church. 


Sat.—2 Timothy 3 : 14-17. 
The Boyhood of Timothy. 
The “higher learning” of Timothy 
dated from his childhood, for there can 
be no higher re. Ste that ‘of 
“the holy scriptures.” and commit 
to memory Proverbs 4:7. Read also 
2 Timothy 1:5, then you will not won- 
der so much at Timothy’s “unfeigned 
faith.” Have you a like ancestry? 
Prayer Succestions: Pray again for 
your daily prayer list, Pray for the un- 
saved in your home, your church, your 
community. Pray earnestly for world- 
wide evangelization. Pray for all au- 
tumn evangelistic campaigns. Pray for 
every tract house and every colporteur. 
Sun.—Isaiah 9 : 1-7. “ 
The King’s Birth and Kingdom. 


The King’s millennial kingdom is 
future, but his pre-millennial kingdom 
is now, in every surrendered heart. To 
all such-he is even now “Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
Humble in birth, holy in character, ‘high 
in royal destiny. 

.Prayer Succestions: Pray for this 
day’s preaching services everywhere. 
Pray that pastors may proclaim “Christ 
and him crucified” instead of discussing 
current topics. Pray that souls may be 
saved and believers edified, Pray for 
ushers and singers, and personal workers. 
Pray for your own fresh anointing. 
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is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t mise it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘There 
is no other I like as well.”’ mple copy free. 

_ 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. a 
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| Do You Really aor | 
Believe in the : 
Christian College Idea 


—a college where high academic standards and a 
whole-hearted conservative Christian atmosphere work 


Then you will be glad to share in the growing 
usefulness of Wheaton, where that combination is not 


Wheaton is an old college with new life,—in- . 
creasingly an educational center of keen interest to 
parents as a college where the Christian fundamentals 
are fundamental to the whole plan of the institction. 


When you give to Wheaton your gifts are used i 


to sustain an institution in which sound religion and 
a standard college education are in a real and highly 


are crowding Wheaton into necessarily larger 
be as as the college management to 
provide adequately for them, — 
Will you help no—with small gifts, or large? 
Please address President Charles A. Blanchard, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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Christian Workers Commentary 


By JAMES M. GRAY, D.D., 


Dean of Moody Bible Institute. 


Cevers the whole Bible, with questions for use of teachers, or in tamily devotions and adult Bible classes 


Concise and practical. 
$3, postpaid. 


Recommended by the late Dr. Scofield. A Christmas gift that will be appreciated 
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